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The period of progressi v~ capitoOst development
is historicolly clcsed. The decline perled of ccpr-
tol. 0 permanent condition of crisis, tampels to
ever greater convulsions of economy, to new im-
perialistic ond military conflicts, to ever increos-
Ing unemployment ond to genera I ond absolute
impovcrishment of the werkers, Thvs is given the
cbjec+ive situation for the communist revolution in
the capitolist countries. For the werking clou,
there is only the revolutionary 'NOy out, which
leods te the communist society. No one can de--
prive the war kers of this tosk, which must be
corried out by the clon itself.

The ~ublishe,? ?f C~uncil Correspondence see in

~hr~~Wlh~?th~t;'~~~f~:~vn~ci~utshn~~%~e~s~enn~i~i ::t
vcnce of tbe lobor movement. We therefore com-
bot the leodership policy of the old lobor move-
ment, ond coll upon the workers te take their fote
in their own honds, to set oside the capitolist
mode of production ond themselves te odminister
ond direct production ond distribution in ececrd-
once with socio I rules hoving universal yolidity
As Q fighting slogan and statement of goal w~
prepose.

All pow.r to th. wOl'k••• • council.1 Th. m.ON of produdion in th. hand. of th. Workersl

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET RUSSIAlS FOREIGN POLIOY,
• • c • • • c • = s _ ~ _ u = ~ = = = • = •

Recent developments in the policy of a number of Commun-
ist Parties have been labeled the August 4th of the Third
International, Although this label has certa1n justifica-
tion, it does not take into cousideration the aotual his-
torical background of these developments, When the
phraseology of the Comintern is disregarded and only the
essence of its activity is considered,it becomes evident
that the present aotion of the Oomintern is a logical
step in a process that was initiated in the first stages
of the Russian Revolution by Lenin himself,
It ls a well-known fact that the Comintern is completely
dependent upon Russian Foreign Policy and in turn the
lat ter is determined by the lnnerdevelopment of Russia
as weIl as the position Russia takes among the capital-
ist powers. An outline of the development of Russian ~or-
eign poliey will clearly illustrate this relationahip,

THE PERIOD OF THE RKVOLUTION
The Bolsheviks met the World War with a program for rev-
olution in Russia which contained all the fundamental
laws of insuxreotion and whioh--due to the necessity for
the struggle against imperialist war--was international-
ized. This program was not based on proletarlan interna-
tionalism--as it was for example expounded by tbe German



"Left" around Rosa Luxemburg--but instead it was based
on the social and politica! conditions of Russia and the
position the Russian revolution would be required to take
towards the imperialist policies of the European powers
and their colonial suppression of the Asiatic peasant
countries. Upon these basic conceptions Lenin built his
theories which were to guide the bolsheviks and the in-
ternational proletariat in their struggle against war
and for revolution. The world wa;, he wrote, is an im-
perialist war which must be terminated by the anti-im-
perialist revolution of the working class.As this is an
international task, it can be solved only by thd revolu-
tionary socialists in their own countries. For .~ Ru&-
sians the situation is different. We must be content to
accept the lesser evil, name1y the overthrow of the
czarist regime through the combined forces of the wor-
kers and peasants. Such a revolution, he continu~d,would
marc1y be a radical bourgeois r3vo1ution but it might
mean thc beginning of the wor1d rcvolution if other coun-
tries should follow our e~p1e. For example,the proletar-
ian masses might rise against thcir capitalist exploiters
in favor of a socialist r~volution and the peasant and
co10nial countries in Asia, Africa, etc., might rise a-
gainst their imperialist oppressors in favor of ~ n~tion-
al bourgeois revo1ution. Sueh devc10pments might S3rvc to
initiate a general reorganiz~ion of the presznt ruling
power.'>.

an~ eeeon~, the utili~ation of the reet perio~ thu$ WOft
to arous e the prolet:uiat aga ins t the master class spec-
ulating that thc necessary world revolution would soon
follow_ Concrete re:J.litysoon provad, however,that their
pl:J.nswcre ill-conceived and unworkable.

Ths First Dc!~twof t~ Bolshevi~s For~ign Policy
The hope of the bolsheviki of a general soldierst strike
within the enemy ~rmies W:J.Snot realized. The Bolsheviks
themselves were un:J.b1eto continue the war. The old czar-
ist army was smashed and demoralized; a new army could
rot be stamped out of thc ground. Furthermore, their ap-
peals to the EurQpean proletariat to rise ~gainst their
gov~rnments met with no r~sponse. Consequent1y they be-
gan to ques t ton the hope of a speedy world revo.tut.ion ,
Only one point in their program prov~d to be ,effective:
the right of national self-detexmination led to the sep-
aration of the Russian borderstates, a move which
proved to be very disastrous for the young Soviet Re-
public. 'These'n~w1y founded states suppressed at first
the revolutionary movement within their own bound~ries,
and later on permitted the Entente and white guards to
use their territory as a mi1it~ry base against the 80-
viet Union. These fateful developments forced the bol-
sheviks to enter into separate peace negoti~tions with
Oermany , At the conference of the two governments at
Brest-Litov~~,the German generals demanded more than
the bolsheviks were wi11ing to concede, and Trotsky at-
tempted to s~ve his face with the counter-move:"Neither
war nor peace". But when the German armies began to
m~rGh again, the Russians were compe11ed to accept the
German peac e dictate under much worsened conditions.
Short1y before the conference at Brest-Litovsk, the ex-
ecutive or~n of the soviete had invited the Entente to
particip3.te in joint peace negotiations, but in this
note they included a1so the fo110wing passage: "8hould
the allied governments refuse again to p~rticipate at
the peace conference, the revolutionary working class
wi~l face the task of wresting power from those who in
bllnd stubbqrnness do not want or wish to give the
people t.he long des ir ed p eace";
The Entente considered such a language an open challenge
and an indirect declaration of war. All relations were
severed and the Entente began at -onc e the armed inter-
vention which proved so disastrous for Russian internal
development.
The bols~aviks, however, did not as yet abandon entirely
the hope of world revolut~on. They frantically believed
that the German wor kera would rally to the ir asaäatano e
as soon as the anticipated collapse of the Germ~n armies
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In thc highly devsloped capitalist countries of Europe,
the pro1etariat--a ~ass--was thus looked upon as thc
advance guard of thc world revolution whi1e in agrieul-
tural and colonia1 countries the struggle was to be w~ged
by "suppressed Nations". Lenin steadfast1y b~lievod th~t
an amalgamation of these forces--regardless of the pre-
vailing antagonistic contradictions--would serve the in-
terests of the proletariat and the oommunist world revo-
1ution. As a result of these conceptions the bolshevika
deemed it proper to attack the Kerenski regime in 1917
under the following slogans: No separate peace with Ger-
manyj fraternization of the soldiers on all war frontsj
ending of the war b)' international revolutionary action
of the wor kIng class j disregard of all former and new
annexationsj se1f-determination of a11 nationa1 minori-
ties up to and including national independence.
Having attained power, the bolsheviki immediately began
to carry out this program. In a dec1aration of November
~, 1917, they proposed to a11 warring nations a "just
and democratic peac e'",At the same time they appealed
to the c1ass-conscious workers of the three most deve1~
oped nations, England, France and Germany, to give,the
Bolsheviks immediate support in their strugg1e.This was
to serve a twofold purpose: first, a compromise with
the capitaliat powers in order to bring about peace,
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woul d b ec ome 3.11 established f'ae t , In the meantime, they
considered it necessary to compromise with whatever
States were willing to bargain with them and increase,
at th0 same time, thair propaganda among the European
workers. The devclopment of eV0nts af ter thc collapse
of the German war machine clearly convinced the bolsha-
vik leadership, however, that the European proletariat
waS not ripe for ths revolution and that for the time
being, the hope for a speedy world revolution had to be
gaven up.

Thc Period of Civil War

Uni ted Statcs : "We aha re your desire to re-cst:l.blish
normal r eLa t.äons betwoen !u;Jeräca and Russ La , to abol-
ish everything that may hinder these norrna L conditions ".
Beginning Febr~ry 1919, thc allies suggcsted that a
cO~lference be he-Ld at the Prince Ia Lauda wi th the a äm
of ending 3.11 intervention through direct negotiations
with Russia, and the Soviet Government then declared
in regard to the war debt problem: "to be ready to meet
in this respect the demanda of the Ententepowers", and
they suggested to gu3.rantee their interest obligations
by thc supply of certain raw materials as equivalent.
For the first time they offered economic concessions,
and finally declared that they did not intend to e~-
clude negotiatibns r egar d ing the eventual annexation of
Russian territory by the &ltente powers".
All these offers could not prevent the continuance of
the civil war, 3.S the Entente Powers were set on the
destruction of the Bolshevists. They were in an extreme-
ly threitening situ3.tion when the first Congress of the
3rd Intcrria t Lona.L W3.S caä Led to be held at Moscow during
March 1919. The foreign membcr parties representcd thera
were very small and had to go through a number of dccis-
ive defeats. The chances for a direct revolutionary
action by the new organization was very slight.But the
e ä t ua t ion was favorable and the first Congress was di-
rected by the revolutionary slogans of Lenin: joint a-
grari3.n and prolet3.rian revolution; change war into
o ivil war, wórker' s couno Us, d rctatorship : "the old
oapitalist order ceased to ex rst ; it can t t ex rst any
longer" •

Thc executive of the Soviets announccd on November 2g,
1917: "The leaders of the successful revolution do not
need any approval of any of the reprcsentatives of the
Capitalist diplomacy". Instead, the Russians cancellcd
all Czaristic Treaties dealing with thc division of
Persian and Turkish Territories and appealed to the nI3.S-
ses of the working mussulmen to free themselves of their
i!~erialistic exploiters. Their aim was to corrbat imper-
in.lism from both sides , to mee t the vcry aggressive im-
perialist invasion against the Bolshevists. The n~srous
counter-revolutionn.ry manifestations were supported by
the Entente power s wi th a.rms, money and special troops
to the white Russian Gen0rals. These powers wero not ~ble
to wage a direct war ag:l.instthe Soviet Union duo to the
very critic3.1 situation within their O\Vllcountries. But
nevertheless they succceded in occupying the border ter-
ritories and gainin§,'control of thc Murm3.n R:.l.ilroadithey
waged a direct W:lr with the Czechoslova.kio.n Army 3.gainst
the Soviets, cut off Central Russia from thc Southcrn
Russi~n corn supply, robbed 3. good deal of thû Russian
Treasury, destroycd SoviJt councile o.nd h3.d ~any Russio.n
workers shot to d~atht

A Bolshevistic soci::üization program was outlined and
the relations between Socia.listio Russia and the trium-
phant imperialistic powers and their vassal statee and
Countries of bes1aged imparialism were delineated. The
newly founded League of Nations was considered to be an
instrument of the holy Alliance of Capitalism to over-
throw the workers' revolution; the epoch of world revo-
~ution was announced. The days preoeding the first Com-
lntern Congress were days of defeats in Europe.The Maroh
Revolt at Berlin, the R~te-Republic of Munich, the Hun-
garian Revolution were decisive dcfeats by thc middle
European counter-revolution against the revolutionary
lef te isolated by the proletari:l.n massee. The Russians
a~ before were in n.pressed position. Isolatad,they be-
~leved the time was not r ipc for 0. revolutionary upsurge
ln Western Europe. They etarted the Bolshevist tact,ics
centralized at Moscow, with its methods so weIl p~oven
on Ruaa Lan so11. "Appaal to the Massee" was the slogan
that made them trail quite unexpectedly along thc path
of a radically edged opportunism. At the time whcn by
means of the bad bureaucratie methods of Radek and Lcvi
tho Communist Party of Germany was directed to parlia-
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Thc Bolshevists fought thc counter revolution with ter-
roristic force and utilized al1 available resourccs in
thie obs t rnat e fight. The poriod of war coma.unisr. W3.S
int~oduccd to further Bolshevik interests in th3 Civil
~ar on thc economic front, Thc revolutionary situation
ln mo.ny European countries W:lS expocted by SOVidt Rus-
Sio. to introduce a Western European revo1ution which
they bel ieved was due , The Bolsheviste cancelled al1
war debts of the czaristic and Kerenski Governmente,but
~ere.forced to make a concession in October 1919,dec1ar-
L"l~ an a note to W11son: "that they a.greed for the pres-
e~~l"Gto participate in ne.got i.a.tione with such governmcnts
td:.l,tdo not yet represent the willof their sub j ects ",
'I'he y as ked Wilson whe ther the U.S .A. and her a11ios
wo uï.d stop intervention "providing the Rue s Lan people
\'V0uLdagrce to make payment just as a kidn1.ped person
wo ul.d pa y runsom to free häms eLf "; In Janu:l.ry1919 the
Bolshevists again ncgoti~ted with thc governmcnt of the
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mentary .3.ctionand participatiol1 in the work of the coun-
ter-revolutionary Unions ~d the ultra-left majority W.3.S
ousted (fkll 1919, Heidelberg P~rty Conference) they had
not yet disposed of their illusions of a timely revolu-
tionary adv~ce. Howevar, ~s direct experience showed
that Lcninls method.s, SO inf':l.lliblcin Russi.3.,::lidnot
work out in Western Europe with its highly developed
Capitalism, Russia h3.d to est3.blish herself as ~ nation-
3.1 state in the midst of her capit.3.1ist surroundings.Her
Comintern policy bec~me,without ~ltering her Bolshevist
line, a policy of deferring the West Europe~ Revolution.
The revolutionary poliCy was never given up, but it was
changed from a problem of hazardous venture to a question
of an enterprise with a ~ success guarantee in advance.
This mearrt , if not theore"tlC3.11y, so practieally tho ;l.b-
solute end of all revolutionary struggle.

The Turn Tow':l.rd,eNational Self-Assertion
By the end of 1919, the Soviet Government had sueceoded
in sub:luing by military force the counter-rovolution 3.t
home, i.e. to repel thc eloaked invasion of the Allies.
The victory in the civil war, however, was accomp~ied
by the defeat of the system of w~r communism. In the
first place, the economie supply of the country dimin-
ished by gO%. Secondly, the proletariat began to rebel
against the terrorist ie dict.3.torship ot Bolshevism and
to demand council-democracy. Furthermore, the pe~sants
violently put forth their economie demands which they
emphasized by acts of f.3.r-reaehing sabot':l.ge.(TheKron-
stadt rebellion W.3.Sa typical combination of the workers'
political and the peasantsl economic demands. Trotsky,
through Stalints assistanee, m.3.dehimself the slaughterer
of the Kronstadt proletari.3.t, surpassing a Noske in cold-
bloodedness ~d savagery .J.ndthereby clearing thc path
towards fulfillment of the pe~santsl demands.) The new
economic policy (NEP) flung the door wide open to sm~ll
private capital, primarily of peas~nt and merehant ehar-
acter. A private economy of small capital, controlled by
the state, was to insure the ec cnom tc r Lse of the na t Lon ,

devGloped a b road ly oonoe ä "ledstrategy of mak mg us e of
the various class forces, so he dcvoloped now a strategy
of making use of the various n:l.tionsfor the purpose of
strengthening Russia's foreign-political position. With
tbe renunciation of an immadi~te revolutlon~ry world
poliCY, was bound up the necessity of diplom~tic secur-
ity for the Soviet state. Russi3. started with the first
Western securitles • In the course of the yea.r 1920, she
gainod finCl.lrocognition by Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia,
and Finland. Th~se border stat es f3lt tha immediate pres*
sure ~f the Sovict state; they also bad the urgent nged
for a counter balance in' order to escape domination by
the Western powers, at leas.t to a cer tat n dcgr ee ,
ThiS policy of thc small natione, wnieh--with the asslSt~
ance of the Allies--two. Y0;:rs e9.rlier had put an end to
the commun1stie revolution, caused Lenin to proclaim in
tbe yc~r 1920 the direct allianoe with "the bourgeoisie
of the small states", He declared tb~t tbe Bolshev1ke
h~d beep successful in wi~.ing for themselves not only
the workers of all countries, but also thc bourgeoisie
of the small states, because imperialism was not only
suppressing tbe workers of all countries but also the
bourgeoisie of the small states. For this re·';l.son,.the
Bolsbeviks "had won for themselves the wavering bour-
geoisie of progressivG countries.
In this period of growing alliances betwecn the Sov~e~
Union and thc Bourgeoisie of certain capitalistàc coun-
tries, the sGcond eonSress of the Comintern convened.It
l~id the found9.tion for a revolutionary bluff-phraseol-
ogy, whioh lcft the Comintern lcaderehip' free of ~ll
obLä gat t cne , The manifesto of the congresa anncunced ..
the downfall of Europe and the world, and thc uprising
of the prolet~riat: "Civil war throughout the world iS
the order of the day". - For the rest,.the congrcss
directcd its ~ttention largely to the colonial East ~d
procl~imed "a policy of eoncluding a close alli~ee be-
tween Soviet Russia and all movements for nation~l ~nd
coloni~l liber~tion". Particularly did the congress
recommend the or~niz~tion of thc pe~s~t movement in
the oolonies with the aim of creating peas~tsl soviete,
This stand for an East-Asiatic revolution still imp11ed
.3.strong will for a peasant revolutionary attack upon
imper hl ism. The dec is ions wi th regar d to the Oo.untrLea
of Western Europa, however, were mainly of a different
cbar ao t er , Thore tbe Russ rans were interested in foundillS
for tbemselves a broad parliament:Lrian - trade union m:l.S&
movemen t. "Pene trate the M1.SS es" demanded the ir alogans ,
giving directions for the displ~cemcnt of the old le~d-
ership ~nd for oreatin~ bolshevist nuclei in the various
reformistic rabor or3~nizations. The twenty-one condi-
tions concerning the joinin~ of the Comintern by new

In foreign politics, the Russians adopted the policy of
rctreat, af ter having suffered a oons~der~ble military
defeat in the war a~inst Poland. In a proclam'ltion to
thc "toilers" of the Allied countries of January 2g,1920,
Tchicherin declarcd tbat Russia had no intention of cx-
panding her power to any other foreign country or to
force the Soviet system upon any people against their
will. Tbe appeal for the proletarian revolution assumed
a me ek and platonic character. Not thc world revolution
but the nccessity to establish har place among thc
nations of thc world, determincd Russia's foröign policy.
Just as Lenin--before and during the Russian revolution--
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pu.rtiosbrough t forth no f'undumenta.Lst.ru-r-rl.eon the ques-
tion of tu.otios.Parliamentarism, trade-unionism and the
ultimate demands for a proletarian diotatorship brought
Centrists and Bolshevik6 together. These twenty-one oon-
ditions, however, served the Russian leadership with re-
gard to the mass parties of oentrism that were to join
the Comintern. The old leadership was to be disposed of,
the cantrist - democratic traditions within the organi-
zations were to be dastroyed. The 1ack of clear under-
standing among the fo11owers of these partie6 rather
benefitted the Moscow leadership, which intended to di-
rect these organizations in the momentary interest of
its complicated foreign po1icies, and, at the same time,
aimed to make them the reserves for a future revo1ution.
These two tasks necessari1y contradicted themselves,
which explains the dup1icity of the Comintern po1ieiee
and led to the disreg~rd of th3 interests of the Western
Europe pro1etariat. The core of all decisions of the
second congress, however, is to be found in the follow-
ing statement of the manifesto of the Communist Inter-
national: "The Communist International has made Soviet
Russia's cause its own."

ENTERING INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY
Moscow's ideas of participating in International Diplo-
macy, born in 1920, blossomed out during 1921.The gradu-
al consolidation of the NEP brought with it the f1~st.
easening in the p1ight of this horribly distracted coun-
try. After the European situation, the Asi~tic problem
was of first importance. Soviet Russia beg$l1 the diplo-
llO.ticcounter-attack against England's polities in Asia.
In February and March 1921, the U.S.S.R. conc1uded pacts
of neutra1ity and non-aggression with Persia,Afghanistan
3,ndTurkcy. While Russia forsook old Czu.rist ol~ims ~nd
agreements, it gained the assurance of mutual military
support. Persiu.announced its readiness to admit Russiu.n
troops on Persian soil in case of u.forei~ (British)
inv~sion. Af~hanistan ~l~dly accepted the promise of
Russian money and material, and Turkey embraced tbe as-
surance of the "Nations of the near East of her freedom
and indepcndence and her self-determination in ri.3.tters
concerning her own form of st~te". Simultaneously,Soviet
Russia procured recognition from Poland which was then
tryinG to liberate herself from French domination, and
finally, in November 1921, outer Mon;<;oliawas taken under
Russian protection. Bosides all these achievements, in-
cludin~ annexing and Bolshevising Georgia, the SovietUnion realized many political victories all alon~ the
Asiatic frontier, which in turn improved her position
in the West as Nell.
The NEP Pro~am, of oourse, inoluded ,the commenoement
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of trade relations with eapitaliat states, ae well as the
invitation to foreign oapital to invest in private oon-
ceasions in the U.S.S.R. Europe, in turn, decidedly we&k~
ened by the Wor1d W~r. was in no poaition to do other
than to fina1ly accept the existence of Soviet RusQi&,
and the 1atter's repeated ~~8uranoea that eoonomio re-
lations would lead to mutual economie benefits.
In 1921 RusQia had already conoluded economie t~e~tie9
with Great Brit~in, Germany, Norway, Austria and Italy,
with Czeohoslovakia following in June 1922. All these
treaties, of course, brought de facto recognition of
the U.S.S.R.; the German-Russian Agreement ineluded
even extra-Territoriality Right~ for Ruseian trade rep-
resent~tives.
Ruseia, in turn, obligated hers elf to the strict enforoe.
ment of the ao-c~1led nprop~g~da. Clause" , and in 1919
a1ready announoed her.wi11ingnes9 to include in the gen-
eral treaty with the Entente Powera thia olause, i.e.
"to abstain from interfering in their (Entente's) home
affaire". In Germany, after the signing of the Russo-
German Tr~aty of May 5, 1921, R~sian representativea
had to bind themeelves to represa all propaganda. againat
the German state or its institutiona. A step further in
that direction ia illustrated by the paot Wi,th Czecho-
slovakia. Here the governmente of the reepective coun-
tries pledged "eadh to refrain from any propaganda
against the government of the co-signer or against any
of its inatitutions, and not to take part in any pos-
sible economie disturbanees whioh might ariee in either
country. "
Great Britain, finally in 1923, received from the U.S.S ••
the following dec1aration: Ruas ra sha1l not auppcrt OT
finance any agents, organizations or institutióna whose
aim it is to create unreat in Great Britain, or any othe1
part of her empire no matter how loosely oonnected. and
to impres8 upon her offioere to oornplete1yand perman-
ent1y live up to this contract. (Memorandum of the 80-
vi~t Government of June 4, 1923.) It is we:llknown that
thle very cla~e led to the Severanoe of British-Rusaian
relation in 1924 when Eng1and, basing her argument upon
the'fabricated letter of Zinoviev, tried to arrange a
new contraot. Directed againat the Comintern, the new
Pact) which waa not acoepted until 1929, would alao in-
clude peraons and organizations under direct or indireot
control of U.S.S.R. and organizations whioh aocepted
money from those. The Soviet Union, of oourse, refuaea
With formal right to have any influence upon the Comin-,.tern, and this ia sanotioned by all ao-oalled experts ofInternational L~.
Un~ thj~ shadow, the Third World Congreae of the
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C mintern convened. Although at that time RusSi~ had only
s~arted an international diplomatic a~paratu~, 1t never-
theless supplanted the comintern for~lgn off10e ~ery s?on.
As world capi talism presently r ecognt zed the SOV1~t Un10n,
Russia in turn gave up her faith in W()rl~ Re~01ut10n and
observed the rehabilitation of world cap1ta11sm. The per-
spectives of the Third Congress were greatly reduoed when
Zinoviev announoed:"The Third International has her tao-
tical principles adjusted to a slow development."
The relative oonsolidation of power of the Bourge~i~i~
brought about a renunoiation of revolutionary act1v1t1ea
of the Third International. By formally condemming Levy
(Germany) the Comintern refused to support the Maroh
revolutionary aotivities in Germany and stated that the
fight of the workers in the future could only be d~fen-
sive while the Congress theoretioally deoided aga1nat
oent;alistio leadership in Italy, praotically there ~ere
not many changes , In Germany, the C.P. amalgamated w1th
the U.S.P. (Independent Sooialist) while they refused to
remain with the "Ultra Left" K.A.P. (Communist Workers
Party) All these selected tactics, of course, brought
the E~opean C.P. toward the S.P. The possibilities of
"United Front from above" and "the perspectives toward
parliamentarian Labor-Governments" were marked out,and
it was under the influence of those tactics that Brand-
ler before a German Court announced: "It is the goal of
our party to establish the dictators hip of the Proletar-
iat under the Weimer (German) Constitution".
Russia Becomes A Factor of International ~orld Politios

"Without Russia there will be no restoration of world
economy", Radek declared in 1920: This statement not
only served the interest of RUSS1an domestic economy,
but also those of world capitalism, and enabled Russia
to begin negotiations with Western powers. Having been
successful in signing satisfactory commercial treaties
With several smaller statee, she began the fight for
participation at the important international conferences.
In 1921 she protested vehemently for not having received
an invitation to the Washington conference whioh dealt
with colonial policies (sphere of influence) in the
Pacific Ocean, China. etc. Her protests were in vainjbut
in March 1922 she obtained admission to the c?nfer~noe
at Geneva which dealt with the economic and f1nanc1al
restoration of Europe. Tchicherin, the Ru~sian fcreign .
secretary, declared in behalf of the RUSS1an delega~ion.
"Soviet Russia is of the opinion that the present t1me
which makes possible the parallel existenoe of the old
capitalist and the gradually developing new_ socia~ ?rder,
necessitates clos~·co-operaticn between the ~wo soc1al
systems, in the interest of a general eoonom1C restor~-I
tion". He continued to point out the reasons for Russ1a s
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wish to obtain friendly relationship and Commercial
treaties with other power s , And because "the economic
restoration of Russia--the largest country in Europe,
with the greatest supply of natural resources--is the
prerequisite for a restoration in all othar countries"
therefore Russia is willing to open its bour.daries for
international transit, to lease millions of hectares of
soil for cultivation, and to grant extensive concessions
in ooal, forest and ore development. The Russian memor-
andum assured foreign entrepreneurs more than adequate
guarantees and promised even to compensate foreign
state subjeots for losses suffered during the world war.
By offering such conoessions, Russia hoped to obtain
capitalistic support for its own economio restoration.
"The f Inanc Laj, support from other oountries is of ut-
most importanoe for the eoon~~io restoration of Ruesia"
Tohioherin told Lloyd George, the leader of the British
delegation,on April 20, 1922. The eight capitalistic
delegations at this conference, however, demanded not
only a number of political guarantees but also repay-
ment of the ozarist war debts which the Russians could
not grant. Consequently, they arrived at no agreeme~t.
But in their final memorandum the Russian delegation de-
clared again: "In order to bring about a mutual under-
standing, Russia is still inclined to grant far reach-,
ing concessions providing the other powers do likewise".
For Russia the conference at Geneva WaS not a Success aS
far as financial support was concerned, but due to the
antagonistic constellation of the European powers, it
opened the road towards closer oonnection with Germany-
and Soon afterwards the two governments signed the
treaty of Rapallo. Germany recognized Russia de jure.
and thereby Won an al1y in her fight against the Treaty
of Versailles. Both goverllments renounced all claims re-
garding payment of war debts. "The Rapallo treaty opens
the door to Rues ia for German capi tal", Pr eob raanenakä
wrote in a pamphlet. The German capital, however, was
not uti1ized in the interest of Ruesian restoration but
instead Was used for building German aeroplanes and
poison gas factories. It is even suspected that there
eXisted a seçret clause in the treaty which called for
Close military oo-operation in oas e of a German-Polish
war simi1ar to the one which called for oombined mili-
{~ry operation against France should Germany choose to

lberate herself from the Treaty of Versailles.
The elimination of Germany as a pOSsible aggressor thru
the Treaty of Rapallo induced Russia to seek similar
treaties with her border states. She offered to reduce
her standing army to 200,000 but when the border states
refused to discuss disarmament, RU8sia, in turn,refused
to participate at a conference which was to discuss non-
aggression pacts. Thru thiS maneuver, Russia indirectly
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obtained for herself a raison d'etre for the anticipated
German-PoliSh war--a circunst.anoe which seems to indi-
cate the existcnce of the above raentioned seoret olause.
Ru.sci13,thus bec ame the partner of GeTwany, a state which
bitterly struggled to restore its former imperialist
position.
Strengthened by the Trea ty of Rapallo , Russla began to
exploit the oapitalistic antagonisms betwecn the great
powers in order to obtain further concessions and thus
fgrtjfy her own position. The Fourth world cong:ress of
the Communist international which aae emc Le d early in
1922 in M08CQW was given the task of revisin~ the "line"
of t he Com int ern parties al.ong these new developments ,a
task wh xch-v-need.leas to say--was solved in an extraor-
dinary fashion. More distinct than ever before was Rus-
sia the oenter, the a1pha and omega, of international
Bolshevik politics.
"The greater and stronger Russia becomes, the more
powerful will become her revc Lut Lonar y inf1uenoe inter-
nationally" read the theses about taotic8< Qmstions
oonc srn tng he German at tuat t on were paid adc:0cJ.a~ten-
tien and the resolution about the treaty of versallIes
spoke of a people whioh t:di.sarmedand depri ved of all
defensive means is at the mercy of the imperialist
powers". This was said of a Germany wh?se rulers ha~
just completed a bloody campa i gn ä.g,ünSt the revolutlOn-
ary working class. The congress advised the German and
French CP rs to fight uni t6d.ly a.gaInet the shameful tre~ty
of VersailIes. On questions regarding united front actlon
it was considered important to fra'Gcrnize on an ever
broadening basis with social-democratic organ~zations:ln
conolusion the thesis declared: "Since the C.i.empha.sLz-e
es the slogan for uni ted front aotion of all wo rk era and
sLnce the Cl permits her var ä oua sections to co-ope;rate
with groups and parties of the Second and Second-a-nalf
Internationals therefore the Cl oannot refrain from en-
tering similar' agreements on an international Ewalet.'.The
Comintern was thus led close to the Seoond InternatIonal
whose immense parliamentary and moral inf1uenoe--H w~s
hoped.--would accelera te the bolsheviks ' ende avor to ga in
oapitalist conoessions. The result of this ohange in
policy, the t~eory of a "workers coa1ition governnentff

,

was developed. Such a coalition, the Comintern pointed
out, not only could be possib1e but actual1y would be
desirabIe as it is the logioal step towards the complete
abolition of the capitalist system.
All these resolutions were made to fit the German situa-
tion, and to suit the German military clique with . whom
the propoeed seoret military treaty was still an unoer-
tainty. Thè CPG, however, began in impudent frivolity
to prepare the stage for a national peoples front.Later,
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at the party congress in EBsen (1925), the CPG deelared
that unti1 1923 G~rmany was pot an imperialist but &
nationally suppressed country and the at that time ex-
peoted war with Franoe would not have been an imperial-
ist war but instead a national war waged fer the purpose
of liberating a suppressed people. In sueh a case, it
would have been the duty of the CPG to support it unhes-
itatingly. It seeme hardly conceivable that the ECCI in
1923 considered it possible to carry its "sooialism" on
the bayonets of the redarmy to Germafiy, and af ter having
sueceeded in helping her to throw off the Treaty of Ver-
sailles undertake the difficult task of crushing the
united German bourgeoisie. It is worthy to nete that
this ideology resembles to a hair the one expounded by
the National communist, Wolfheim-Lauffen1:arg, in 1919.
But even Lenin himself renounced whatever basio revolu-
tionary ideas were left in the Comintern when he de-
clared that sooialiem in the highly developed c.ountries
~f Europe would not grow out of the capitalistic econom-
ic contradictions but rather thru imperialist exploita-
tion of one state by another. (cci i , Works, Vol.XVIII,
p. 136; Russ. ed.)
Having thua formulatAd the new slogans, the Comintern
began to identify the German war for national libera-
tion with the German workers revolution. Still greater
stress was laid upon the necesaity for united front aC-
tion and parliamentary participation in coalition govern·
ments. This cr~nge in polioy met with suooess in Thurin-
gia and Saxonia t1923) where CP and SP members formed
coalition governments. This aac rLfLce to their revo1u-
tionary prinoiples was made, explained the communist
leaders, in order to assure success for the real German
revolution which was scheduled to break out in the fall
nf 1923. At the last minute, however, af ter all planB
had been oarefully worked out, the orders for the up-
rising were wi tijdrawn "due to the treachery of the SPG
~nd tne inability of certain oommunist leaderslf.The fact
nowever, is that the Oomintern had suddenly discQvered
that an armed insurre dion of the German pro1etariat
wnuld not lie in the interest of Russiats foreign poliöy
a~d.for tha4 reason the German proletariat had to be SaC~
rIfIced. With this step the Comintern, which for years
had Bubordinated the world revolution to inner Russian
development, oompletely abandoned the last straws of rev-
nlutionary olass-conaoiousness. RU8sia realized that
neither a war against Franoe nor a revolution in Germany
would he of any benefit to her. She acoepted as the 1es-
A~r ev iI the "statlJ.sqUOIf, and thereby laid the fcunda-
tlon fr)r the now Iffamouslfslogan of Ifsooialism in onecountry" •
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Ths Paeifieation of Russia's_Western Poliey
Although a quick economie recovery was achieved in the
NEP period, the final reeults, nevertheless, were con~
sideraóly below the Bolshevist expecta tions. The diffi-
culties of const~uction inoreasedj the first pla:~~ed
experiments were experiments outside cf the economie
system, a.nd the foreign concessions continued to be of
very moderate size. Therefore, the energies of the Bol-
sheviks were concentrated on the interior situation,and
there the difficulties demanded their whole attention.
Their foreign polioies towarda Western oapitalism were
of a purely diplomatic-defensive function: development
of eoonomio relations, protection against all disturb-
ances and interferences, no matter whether of war-like
or revolutionary charaoter.
Ruasia's relations to Germany loat their former intim-
acy, although further oocperation was asaured on a re-
mote scale under the leadership of German "Reiohswehr"
circles. A German-Ruasian commeroial treaty was signed
in 1925 which for a long time cooupied the first place
in the Russian business. In 1926 there even resulted a
non-aggression pact whieh eVidently represented the co~-
tinuation of the German-Russian cooperaticn in the Pol-
iah question.
Apart from this, further relations between Ruasia and
other capitalist powers were developed. Still in 1923
it declared its willingness to participate in a confer-
ence for the restrietion of sea-armaments.ln the course
of 192~ it finally sucoeeded in obtaining the offioial
(:volkerrechtliohe) recognition from a number of coun-
tries. Great Britain, Italy, Norway, Auatria, Greece,
Sweden, Denmark, Mexico, Hedsohas, Hungaria, France,etc.
resumed normal diplomatie relations with Russia in 192~.
Beginning of 1925 Japan followed suit. Only the U.S.A.,
whioh was sufficiently oocupied with its own internal
probleme, did not follow.
The fifth world oongress of the Comintern, which toak
place in the summer of 192~, responded adequately to
the "changed situation", i.e. the changed character of
the foreign policies. Thue it took notice of the "be-
ginning of a certain demooratic-paoific phaee" in ths
world policies, and it praised the Soviet Union as the
only country wi th a poliCy of "real peao e"; As uaual,
the responsibility for the German defeat was denied by
the leadership of the Comintern. For th is they held
responsible, according to the resolution on the report
of the EOCI, the "deoait of the leaders of the SPG and
the inability of the leadership of the CPG."The united
front taotics ware noW regarded as only "a revolutionary
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~e~hod of ~gi~atton and mobilization of the masses"; the
rlght devlatlon' of Brandler-Thalheimer was recorded

(Wi~h tte simultaneous election of Brandlel' as honora~y
chalrman of the congressJ)j and the short era Ruth
Fischer-Maslow was approved of to conceal the defeat of
the Comintern. Practioally, the strengthened "ultra left"
phras~ology was combined with purely parliamentary per-
spectlves. Although the Socialist Parties were called
the third parties of the bourgeoisie the possibility
of the formation cf "workera 1 gover~ents" in a "number
cf eountries" was viewed visible. Such governments would
"objectiveIy" maan progress as they announced the decay
of the bourgeoisie. The task of the "real followers of
the proletarian revolution" would consist in "transform-
ing the so-called workers' governmenta into "the d.icta-
tors~i~ of the proletariat". However; the parliarr.ental'y-
cretl~lst oharacter of the Gomintern doubtlessly reached
the lImit with the consideration of the German defeat.lt
was declared: "Aftel' the severest defeat of the revolu-
tionary movement in Germany, aftel' a subsequent inner
cri~is and aftel' the most brutal persecutions, the Ccm-
munlst Party of Germany succeeded in quickly reassemb-
ling its ranks, created astrong and able leadership
and demonstrated,through a brilliant election victory
with three and three-'-iuarter million votes its revo-
lutionary force as being largel' and strong~r than ever
before". Thua the revolutionary movement in Germany in
~he autumn of 1923 , defeated with the aid of tha Com-
lntern, gave the latter cause to celebrate the "revolu-
tionary force" of an "elect ion victory" which inci-
dentally, lasted only to December of th~ saffieYaar.
Having switohed over to this course the Comintern
parties now represented nothing but'a thorn in the
flesh ?f ~he capitalist countries, operated in a half-
putS?hlstl~ and half-parliamentary fashion, and repre-
sentlng a reserve iron which could at a later time
eventually again be used en the soviet anvil. In this
~?urse the leaders of the Comintern took care that the
-lre was properly banked. Already in 1925 the "ultraiefts" Fischer-Maslow Were dieposed of, an action whioh

ead t'? the, spU tting off of the Trotskyan "Lenin Group "
~~d WhlOh resulted in bringing the kowtowing Thalmann to
ree for~ground. In 'reality, Russia tried to suppress any

Volutlon~ry movement. Although Germany did not repre-
~~t any fIeld for revolutionary action aftel' the shame-

1 and fightless defeat of 1923 England now beoame the
~,aoe of an increasing orisis. U~able to build an effeo-
e~~e C.P. in England, the Bolshevists made every possibIs
R' ort to find a counter-foroe against the eharp anti-
t~Beian course ~~ the Englieh bourgeoisie. They accepted
ane u~tra-reformlstic trade unions as this oounter-foroe
t d flgured on t~eir parliamentary influence. From 1925o 1927 the g1.o.r1.011R ./I.nglo- Rl.la~ian Oommi ttee was active,

- 15 -



the united front between the leadership of the Russian
State and Ehglish reformism, as a united front against
the anti-Russ ian d ipLoraacy of Engl acd as weIl as against
the English proletariat. In 1926 the gigantic En~lish.
miners' strike took form, the lar6est workers' f~ght ~n
English history. The British trade unions, allied with
the Russians, suppressed the general strike and preven-
ted extension of the fight to the front of all the Eng-
lish working olass. During nine hard months of t?rrifio
struggling, neither trade unions nor,the ~olshev~sts
oame to the aid of the etarving EngllSh mlners who were
giving their blood for the proletarian sake. Carefully
avciding any steps of attaok, the Bolsheviks oontinued
the aotivity of the Anglö-Russian Committee, as their
diplomatio interests were worth far more te them than
the intereste of the English and the international
proletariat. The Bolshevika tried to avert any danger
of war against their country, but eimultaneouely they
prevented the Eurepean revolution which would tbraaten
their shaking sooial eyetem just ae muoh as a military
detonation.

Russia Turne Eaat
Abandoning their hope for a speedy revolution in Europe,
the bolsheviki be~n to direot their "revolutionary ac-
tivities" towards°the East. At the time the Comintern
was calling off the German revolution in cct~ber 1923,
they were busy organizing the first internatlonal peas-
ant oongress. With this instrument--the p~asant Inter-
national--they hoped to er••brac'J all colon lal and half-
oolonial peasant oountries and unite them~-as they had
done before with theCommunist Parties--under the lead-
ership of Mosoow. In spite of the faot th~t t~eir attempt
met With little suooess due to adverse obJeotlve oondi-
tions they never ceased to bend every effort toward
aChie~ing that goal. Even as late as 1928, the sixth
world oongress of the Comintern instruoted the ECCI te
renew its aotivity towards the founding of an interna-
tional peasant soviet. We may reoall here that the fifth
world oongress (Summer 1924) had already ratified the or-
ganization of the peasant international and had instruc-
ted its seotiona to work in closer conta ct wi th the
peasant organizations in order to consolidate everywhere
"wor kers and peasants blocs". These resolutions were made
to fit the situation in China and to introduoe the new
polioy under whioh the Chinese Communist Party was com-
pelled to oeoperate with the Chinese nationalist party,
the KUO-MIN-TANG.
The theses condoning the new t.actics frankly _stated that
"the Comintern had paid too muoh attention to the devel-
opment in Europe" and that it is now of utmost im~o~tance
to further the development of those maas movements ln the

East which struggle to liberate the~selvea from the im-
perialist oppression and from wbich--as Stalin declared--
would spring the deoisive initiative for tbe world revo-
lution. But also here the bolsheviki played a double role,
While they éndeavored to mobilize the peasant masses, at
the same time they s ä gned pacts of mutual agreement and '
understanding with the respective governments.ln the paot
with Turkey, they renounoed all revolutionary activity be.
oause Kemal Pasha held the key position to Minor Asia
about whioh a ailent but bitter struggle was being waged
between Russia and England. That under Kemal Pasha's re-
genoy every Communist was imprisoned or even hanged did
not bother the Russian bolsheviki.The treaty with Turkey
in 1926 followed the treaty with Afghanistan wbich pro-
Vided mutual armed support should a third party trespaee
the borders of either of the two signatories. Ruseia
thereby hoped to prevent England from using Afghanistan
as a military base against her. A eimilar paot was signed
in 1927 with PerBia. These treaties were important to
Russia ineofar as they proteoted her South-Eastern fron-
tier against an English invasion.
Of far greater importance, however, were tbe treaties
she signed with China in 1924. The Chinese governmente
in Manohukuo and Peiping recognized her de jure.Russia
annulIed the czarist treaties, renounced all compensa-
tion due her for the boxer rebellion, and established
China's right, on an equal basis, to the Eaetern Rail-
road , 'rhis treaty brought about cIos er relatioI11hip to
the Kuomintang which was openly supported by the bolshe-
viki. AA harmonious co-operation between the Chineee Re-
puolic and Russia appeared to be a oertainty.

The Betrayal of the Chineee Workers Revol~~~on
The bolsheviki were vïotorious in Ruas ta b ecaus e they
had been able to oombine the inter ests of the workers
with those of the peasarrts, and in their oonoeption,the
world revolution waa merely a repetition of this proced-
ure on an international scale. Although they had to
realize that th is pelioy was instrumental in thè defeat
of the European proletariat, they nevertheless hoped to
employ it succesBfully in China.
Since 1925, the revolutionary movement of the Chinese
proletariat had registered an hitherto unknown upswing,
and China became the only oountry in Asia in whioh it
Was posBible for the Comintern to build up astrong and
active party. In oonformi ty wi th the leninist-stalinist
theory of the national liberation of imperialistioally
oppresBed nations, thiS party--whioh had led heroi0
struggles against an infantile capitalism--was compelled
to join the Kuomintang. The bolsheviki instruoted the
CPCh to organize united front bodias with the Bourgeoisie.
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and middle class. In 1926, the Kuomintang began in Canton
the military offensive against the rebe11ious Northern
provinces . Wi thin two yea.rs they ware the sole rulers of
China. ThiS speedy success had been made possib1e by the
many revo1ts of the peas~nts and würkeîs against the
Northern genera1s. Shanghai was conquered in 1927,again
with the aid of thc workers who had risen against the
Peiping troops. Af ter the capture of Shanghai, the vio-
torioUS Kuomintang general Chiang-Kai-chek demanded dis-
armament of the pro1etariat, The CPCh, fo11owing the ad-
vice of their Russian oo~rades, surrendered all weapons
af ter whioh Chiang-Kai-chek ordered the perseoution and
beheading of thousanda of rebellious workers.Moacow be-
trayed the proletariat-of Shanghai because it oonsidered
a mutual understanding with the bourgeois elements and
their butcher-general of greater importanoe. The CPCh
had to remam wi thin the Kuomintang but shortly later it
was dealt another severe blow. Instead of attacking the
Northern stronghold Peiping, Chiang-kai-chek1s army
marched against Wuhan where a oommunist ~overnment had
been erected. The leaders of this government--al1 of
them were former inf1uential delegates to the Comintern--
saved their neoks by joining the invading hostile foroes.
This development must be considered as the logioal conse-
quenoe of the national policy the Ccmintern had pursued
in China. Moscow tried to white-wash hers elf by expelling
scores of l~~worthyl leaders.
The proletarian uprising of the Canton workers a6ainst
the regime of Chiang-Kai-chek in De cember 1927 --which
was organ1zed by Heinz-Neumann--was not only a hazardous
adventure, but a deliberate crime. Thousands of workers
lost their lives in what was known beforehand a losing
battle, and thousands of others were massacred af ter the
struggle. The Canton Soviet of 1927 can be oompared with
the Paris Commune of 1971: both struck a deathly blow to
the revolutionary working class. The defeata at Shanghai
and Canton--inatigated and provoked by the Comintern--
choked the Chinese revolutionary movement.
Only very slowly and laboring under great difficulties,
the CPCh began to rebuild the party but not any more as
a workers organization but instead aought to reoruit new
members from the peasantry. Sinoe 1930 she has been ac-
tively engaged in many peasant uprisings and was alBo
instrumental in the format ion of the so-called Soviet-
China, which oomprises a few p~ovinces in the interior.
Moscow managed to remain the adviser and guide, and at
th is front it is really aggressive. But as Russials ac-
tivity in Eastern Asia embodies grave consequenoes to
English interests , the latter untiringly endeavors 'to
head off the Russian drive by irritating diplomatio
maneuvers in Europe whioh oompel Moscow to act with ut-
most caution and further compromiaes to her Western
neighbors.
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Should China consolidate in one form or another it is
highly probable that Russia would completely ab~ndon
her interest in the Chinäse revolution--certa.ln recent
events point already in that direction--and would con-
fine hers elf to the "buil ding of Socialism" within her
own boundaries. She would then--as far as ASia is con-
cerned--fol1ow the road she has purBued in Europe since
1923.

On the Way To the "League of Mations"
When--after a four-year intermisBionJ--the sixth wor1d
congress of the Comintern assembIed in the year 1929
the liQuidation of the ohinese workers1 revolution h~d
on1y to be recorded. It had by this time been noted even
in Mosoow that the Kuomintang had "gone definitively
over into the cdmp of the counter-revolution" and in-
flicted "severe defeats" on peasants and workers of
China. The orientation upon the peasant movement was
clear1y expressed and entered as the last credit item
in Comintern affairs: "The co1onial oountries are at
present the móst dangerous sector for the front of
wo rLd imperialisr.l", dec1ared the Theses on the revolu-
t i ona.ry movements in the oolonies and aemä -oo Ionàea ,
Accordi~gly, very detaile~ 1irections were worked out
fo:;:b oLahev Lst po1icy ih the larger eolonial and semi-
co.ron i.a.Lar eas , and orders ware given for the forming
there of Comirtern parties. It is a matter of note that
the theses with referenoe to colonial poliey occupy 4,
pages in the official protoQol of the congress, while
the theses on taetics of the Comintern as a whole re-
quire only 31 pages, Moscow activity was ther~fore un-
equivoeally direeted toward the East, and in fact to-
ward th~ peasant East.
If the Comintern adopted a more aggressive tone on the
questions of european policy as weIl, that was, on ths
one hand, a natural consequenoe of the altered political
situation in Russia itself; it was also, however, the
new deceptive manoeuver for distraoting attention from
the policy of drawing still cloeer to the bourgeoisie
of Western Europe.
In 1929 the NEP-policy came to its final close. On the
~uestiori of forced organization and eoncentration of
lndustry and agricu1ture, the bolshevist government
went over to downright state-capita1ism,to the offensive.
T~e f~rst five-year plan was proclaimed, eolleotiviza-
hon lntroduced, the struggle taken up against NEP-
ep~cu1ators, small t rader s and kui aks , In harmony witb
thls intenaified course of action, the sixth oongres~
proelaimed the famous theory of the "third period" ,whioh
Was to lead to War between the imperialist powers and to
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war against the Soviet Union as weIl as to the utmost
sharpening of the ge~eral crisis of capitalis~.The year
J.929 was the year of the highest post-war b oom of the
capi talist count.rä es ; nevertheless Ln this aam e year the
CP of Ger rany , for examp.le , worked nhe r evo l,utionary
watchwords to death by means of cor.t mua'l ca.Ll a for
strikes or general strikes, calls which met with general
ridioule. They drove the unemployed into senseless ac-
tions which used up their ener~ies before the sUbsequent
crisis be~an to require ths throwing in of the proletar-
ian forces. The rapprochment with the Sp was bro~en off,
this party was declared the representative of "social
fascismM, the trade unions were "split" by means of the
"red union opposition" (RGO) fiasco, work in the factor-
ies was given up in favor of the exclusive organization
of the unamployed.
At the same time, with the turn in german foreign po Lä cy ,
the sixth congress laid it down that the anti-soviet block
of imperialist powers was completed. It needed this false
and delusive thesis because the Russians, with the close
of the chinese adventure, had renounced all really revo-
lutionEltryaction on the part of the international work-
Irig cï.aas and acc ordä.ng'ly , wear mg the halo of the five-
year plan, shovad into the foreground the decorative
slogan of "socialism ir.one country". Worli imperialism
vs. Bov iet Union: tha t be came the formula of the Co:ün-
tern is perspecti ves as sim:t)lifiedby the stalinist re-
gime, while at the sa~e tLme the Soviet Union, for the
s~~e teason of furtheri~g the five-year-plan policy,
threw itself definitely into the course of economio and
politico-pacifistiC understanding with the imperialist
world powers.
The efforts to get into the imperialisti~-diplomatic
business of the Lea~ua-of-Nations countries were begun
by ths Russians even a number of years before this time.
Participatioü in the first session of the preparatory
disarmament commiSsion was only formally declined in
the spring of 1926, sinoe the session waS held in Swit-
zerland and this country ha~ still refused to give any
satisfaction for the murder of Vorovski (1923 in Geneva).
At the end of 1927, at the same time that Chiang Kai-
shek was shooting down Neumann's insurrection in Ganton,
the Russians want into the p~eparatory disar~ament con-
ference. They threw havoo into international diplomaoy
With their proposal for the "complete abolition of all
fighting foroes on land, on a ea and in the air", but
soon feIl in with the "reasonabIe" rules of imperialist
foreign policy. Aa early as March 192~, they drew back,
in the "securities committeeR of the League of Nationa,
from their thesis of the complete to that of a partial
disarmament. Litvinov explained:"Since our proposal for
a complete ani genera1 iiBarmament haa been met b y most
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of the delegations with the idea of a partial iisarma-
ment, the soviet delegation has decided to look about
for a Common ground with the other ielegations,even tho
it be on the restricted'field of such a partial diaar-
mament ". The stac;e on which t he 6roupings, coali t rons
ani counter-coalitions for the future il'!lperialistworld
war were forged and disrupted had been ente-red upon.The
Ruesians displayed a very high de6ree of diplomatio
skill in the fog of this ani the following disarmament
conferences, which in therr.se1vesWere rr.erelydesigned
to conceal the continuous ani intensive armin~ of al1
the partioipants, inclusive of the Soviet Un1~n.
In the Summer of 1929, the arming powers concluded the
Kellogg pact, which was to be a many-siied a;reement re-

ariing the'prohibition of war as an instrument of fot-
eign polioy, met with enthusiastic approval throughout
the world, was signed by all tbe more important Statea
and led practically to thiS: that, firstly, the 8tates
waóed wars without a formal daclaration to that effect
(e.!;., Japan in Manchuria), ani, a econd.Ly, the League
of Nations, in the case of any military conflict, de-
clared its incompetence as sponsor of the Ke110gg pact',
Tschitcherin referred to the Kellogg pact as a part of
the war preparatiou aEainst the Soviet Union,with whioh
expression he probably rr.eantto explain and justify the
adherence of Russia.

Peace Diplor.1acLJAJihe __WorJ,.dCrisis~L_~i talis~
The advent of the world crisiS was accompanied by a
great iucrease of economie and political uncertainty in
world policy. Accordingly, the Ruesi~lS intensified thei~
er.ieavors to assure economie and political understanding
With the capitalist Powers and to hold off all outer dia~
turbances from their work of coustruction at home. The
year 1929 saw tbe conclusion of an eastern Kellogg ~act,
in which Estonia, Latvia, Poland, Rumania and Russia un-
~ertook to recognize the Kellosg Pact independently of
lts ratification by the 14 States by which it was origi-
nally concluàed. This eastern protocol was adhered to
later by Turkey and Persia.
The economie bueiuess with the capitalist States made
p:ogre8s. In 1930 a trade agreement was eutered into
wlth England, and the one w i th Italy (dat ing from 1924)
Was considerably expanded , In March 1931the Rus s Lana
took part in the internatioual a~rarian conference at
R~me sa as to promote the export of soviet cereals.They
llkewise participated in the agrarian and export confer-
ence at Stresa in the autumn of 1932. The relations With
g8rman capitalism beca~e 80 close that in the spring of
1931 there journeyed to Mosoow a numo er of big ;:;ariy,an
industrialists who conducted negotiations regarding ex-
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pansion of Germany1s "russian business" and eame away
~ith over a half-billion gold marks in orders alone.The
~oviet orders provided 300 to 40c thousand german workers
wi th I1wages and bread 11,as the CP press of Germany proud-
1y announoed, and a part cf the bankrupt german oapitalism
wlth profits and the posSibility of existenoe, as the same
press modestly failed to state.
The economio diplomaoy of the Russians was mostly oon-
duoted, however, only in the interest of their politi-
cal dlplomacy. And in this latter field they were im-
measurably more active. In the spring of 1931 they in-
troduced in the european oommittee of the League of
Nations the draft of a general non-aggression pact,whioh
in autumn they laid before the League itself in the shape
of an eoonomic non-aggression pact. These drafts oon-
tained,' like all the later agreements and proposale of
the sort, a definition of the "aggressor". All these
defini t rons were distinguished by a formal exaotness
whioh met with general approval. In exohange, the Bol-
sheviks practically struck from the soviet lexioon all
ths oonoeptions regarding the eSsense of imperialistio
war as they had been entered there by Lenin.They broke
up imperialist poliCy into an "aggressive" and a "de-
fensive" one, and thereby went baok to the ahabby ideol-
ogy with which partiea of the Seoond International in
the year 19:14-justified their support of war being waged
by their national and inperialiatio bourgeoiaie.And that
was done for quite the same reasons,for the Russiana
were seeking allianoe with imperialistio bourgeoisies,
and they had to look in advanoe for the ideological
justification of such a ooalition poliCY with imperial-
ist ~TOUpSt a polioy the practioe of which had been de-
layed by the Sooial Democraoy until the outbreak of the
World War.
The Bolshevika pointed the way throughout the world for
the system of regional pacts which distinguishes the
distraoted foreign poliey of imperialism in the world
crisis. In the year 1932, they concluded the non-
aggression pacts with the countries on the western bor-
der of Russia: Finland, poland, Latvia, Estonia and
Rumania (With the exclusion of the bessarabian question).
This diplomatie act of securing the russian west boun-
dary was followed by the conolusion of th~ non-aggression
paot with France, which was ratified in February 1933.
This diplomatio step released Russia from Germany and
paved the way for the great ohange of front in european
policy which was accomplished with Hitler1s aocession
to power. Soviet diplomaey had weIl calculated the
change of imperialist horses in soviet foreign poliCY.
In the year 1932 there were still in eXistenoe,besides,
non-aggression pacts with a number of other countries:
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with Germany, with Italy, with Turkey, wlth China, ete.
Diplomatie relations with the government of Chiang Kai-
chek, which had beeh broken off in December 1927, were
likewise resumed in Dece~ber 1932. The uphoavals in the
course of the world crisis led a number of other coun-
tries to recognize the Soviet Union definitively:Spain
and the United States in 1933, Hungary, Rumania and
Czechoslovakia in 1934-. Tha recogm tion on the part of
the three latter came about in the wake of the franco-
russian alliance poliCy, while the U.S.A. beoame recon-
ciled yo the act beoause this oountry could no longer
dispanse with the Soviet Union in the game for pre-
eminence in Eastern ASia, the game against Japan.
Ths sharp turn in german foreign polloy--onto the line
of Hitler1s old plans for colonization in the East--
brought about, in conjlli.ction with th~ intensification
of german arming activity, a reordering of the entire
foreign poliCy of Europe. Since the methods of fascist
domestic poliey were also applied in german diplomaoy,
Hl tl er Germany did indaed offend its Versailles oppo-
nents, but nevertheless carried out its aäma wi thout de-
lay. An essential success of thia polioy waS the winning
of Poland away from allegiance to the french policy, In
cons equence , Russ Ie,saW herself menaced anew on her "ReB,t-
ern boundary. She countered by extending (April 1934-)for
a period of ten years the non-aggression pacts with the
three baltic states. ThiB diplomatie step waB hastened
by Germanyls refusal to Sign, aB RUBsia had proposed, ~
protocol regarding the inviolability of the baltic statas~

Entry Into the League of NationB
The BoLahev i.ke have been and are miles r emoved rrom 000-
ducting anti-fasoist foreign poliCy. They have been em-
phasizing for years their gooi relations with Italy, a
country with whieh, on the groundB of cartain anti-ger~an
interests hald in common, they concluded in September
1933 a ndW non-aggression ~~d neutrality paot. If the
Russians hava turnad from being an opponant of the League
of Nations and made themselves one of its members,if from
being an enemy of the Versailles treaty they have become
its sponsor, if they have converted Gerrnany from a sup-
port to a point of attack of their european diplomaoy,-
that was determined merely "thru oertain changes in the
policy of Germany" , as Stalin declared at the 17th party
Congress of ths CP SU in 1934. He further expressly stated
that this diplomatio turn was not caused by ths .Fascists,
On tha cOLtrary: "Certainly, we are far from being
charmed by the fasoist regtme in Germany. Still, it iS
not a ~uestion here of fasoism, as rnay by olear if only
because of the faot that fascism in Italy, for e~nple,
has not stood in ths way of the Boviet Union1s establish-
ing the best relationa w1th that country." The ~ueation
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is in general, he said, merely one of drawing closer to
"these or those countries which are not interested in
disturbing the peace". With which italian fascism, just
as in the minds of certain german pacifists, marohes up
as a def ender of the "pea.ce"•.
The change of front on the part of bolshevist foreign
poliCy was therefore the oonsequence of the ohange of
front on the part of german foreign poliOy. The Russians
were zigzagging between the imperialistio Great Powers
in order to put thru the ir "pea 00 polioy n; tha t iS, in
order to bring about and support that ooalition of powers
whioh at any given moment may appear the most reliable
for warding off a military attaok on the SU and for iSo-
lating any aggressive powers--today, Germany and Japan.
France, on her part, aS the main pillar of the bankrupt
VersailIes system and, standing next door to Germany,the
most direotly menaoed by HitIer, became one of the main
ohampions of undexstanding wi th Russia. She was able to
plan her great co\mter~noves against the neW german for-
eign polioy, if not without casualties, stilIon the
whole in ac cordance wi th the reoipe of a preventi ve mili-
tary encircling of HHJ.er Germany (Poland is a big hole
in thililring). In the o.utuon of 1934, on Franoe IS ini tia-
tive, Russia was Lnv Lted oy 30 states to join the League
of Nations. The invitation waS opposed by only three of
the small european Statc8, whioh oould sti~l afford to
preach the resoue of capitalist morality from Bolehevism:
fasoist portugal, hal~I~scist Holland anq demooratio
SWitzerland. pravda on Sept. 19, 193L:., gave as the
groundB for the invitation into the League of Nations,
the fear on the part of the inviting capitalist Powers
that nthe anti-soviet plans of the adventurist elements
among the imperialists might be the prelude to a new
world war direoted ai sc agaäns t a number of imperialist
Powerslt. Izvestia, however, explained on the previous
day that the oapitalist world ie divided into two groups:
one whioh at present wants peace, and another whioh iS
looking for the war adventure. The Powers adhering to
the League of Nation9 were henceforth, af ter the with-
drawal of Japan and Germany, regarded as the peaoe
group (Italy-AbyssiniaJ). Stalin, on his part,explained
that with the adherence of Russia, the League of NationS
oould have a oertain braking effeot nfor postponing or
preventing the ooourrenoe of warlike aotionsn• Litvinov,
finally, pointed in Geneva to the international coopera-
tion of the SU With the predominant part of the capital-
ist Powers on the eoonomio, artistic, social, soientifio,
and political fielde, a co-operation whioh had now been
orowned by the oommon goal of the norgardzation of peaoen•
Af ter the impotenoe of the League of Nations in all
questions of aeBuring the peace ·and preventing any War-
like attaoks in all the years of its eXistence had by
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this time been revealed to even the roeiest of the paoi-
fist-optimists, the pacifistic effectualness of the
League was at last discovered by the BoIsheviks.Behind
their peace protestations t~ere certainly stands a know-
ledge about the facts. Bu t t:t:eyar e carrying on in capi-
talist diplomacy, and it demands that offensive as weIl
as defensive military alliances be clothed with paoifist
phrases.
While the entry into the League of Nations has brought
the Russians a great number of further diplomatio suo-
cesses., among which the politico-oommeroial rapproche-
ment with El1gland iS rated as one of the mostimportan~,
practically it has above all legitimized the oo-operatio~
between Russia and Franoe. For one thing, Russia was con-
oerned wittl the continuation of the security poliCy on
her western boundary, So· that as early as December 1934
negotiations were started with a view to the eastern pact.
which was to be guar arrt eed primarily by France. These en-
deav ore , wh i ch for the present have m Laca.rr Led , owing to
resistance of Germany and Poland, the Ru~sians have not
yet given up. The real, essential point of joining the
League of Nations ä s , however, the alliance wi th France ,
which doubtless iS based upcn a military agreement and
provides for mutual seourity against a german aggression.
But, true to the very methods of imperialist diplomacYi
Bolshevism from the earliest times of its eXistence has
had two irons in the fire. For a long while the Cominterá
Was this ae cond iron. That, nowe ver , is past. TodaY the
Ruas tana are concerned wi th ke ep Lng their hands free fOl!
new readjustments of their foreign policy, for broadenin~
and al tering their alliance front between the imperialist,
Powers t.hémae.Lvee, This haa been confirmed in the first
place by their east-asiatio poliCy, insofar as their
dealings there have been with Japan. Since the beginning
of the m~nchurian advance, they have endeavored to oome
to an understanding With Japan (sale of the Eaatern Rai1~
Way for a song) and to bring about the oonclUSion of. a
~on~ggression pact. But the european poliOy of the SU
~s llkewise a policy of attempts at rapprochement with
lts principal adversaries of the moment. The former co-
operation between Ruas ia and Germany is unfor.gotten in
Moscow; illlforgotten the speculation on the plans of the
bourgeoiè wing of the Reichswehr generals, which still,
r~presents Sohleicherls conception of a co-operation
wlth RUSsia (the imperialiBtic german bourgeoisie has
no desire to conquer a ncolonizing landn in the East;it
is lo?king for imperialistio goals). The BolshevikB are
Countlng upon a pOBsible break-th~u of these foroes in
Germany, Molotov declared at the 7th aov ä.et oongrese in
January 1935 that "we had and have no other des ä re than
to continue maintaining good relations With Germany.
Everyone knows that the Soviet Union is filled wjth a
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profound impulse to develop its relations With a11 States,
those with fasoist government not excluded". The "ultra-
nationalistio raoe theories" of the National Sooialists,
:Jolotov emphas i aed , "naturally" form no hindrance to the
development of the russo-gerrnan relations, and.added:
"Altho we have no very high opinion of these ttheories',
we do not conceal our respect for the german peop1e as
one of the greatest peoples of the present epoch". The
~uestion iS merely as to "what preoisely iS at the baSiS
of the foreign poliOy of prëaent-day Bermany" , namely,
the question whether Hitler's oonoeption of german for-
eign poliOY still holds.

Ths Inner-Politioal presuppositiona of the
Latest Phase of Russian Foreign Polioy

The aotual line of russian foreign polioy at any given
time iS thus in large measure determined by the momen-
tary oonstellation of ths imperialist powdrs. The measure
in whioh the Bolsheviks oarry on this foreign polioy 1e-
pends, however, on their inner foroes. And these in turn
have reoently been subjeot to Si30ifioant shifts.
The regime of bolshevist absolutism has passed a oritioal
point. In aooord With itB origin and its oonditions of
sooial equilibrium, in the first period öf its develop-
ment, it supported itself deoisively upon the rusaäan
working olaas. The proletariat appeared as the polit10al-
ly and eoonom10ally privileged (even tho very modestly
priv11eged) olass. The absolut1stio regime of Bolshevism
supported itself preiominantly upon the industrial olass
in order to form a oounter-weight to the peasantry,whioh
numerioally oonatituted an unpreoedented majority,and in
order to build up ths industrial state-oap1talism at
foroed tempo. The industrializing of Russia, however,
made it posaible, in turn, to destroy the private oapi-
taliSm of the peasants and to oolleotivize the land. An
agrarian oolleotive oapitalism arose which, on the one
hand, was oapable of defending its own intereats as a-
gainst the state apparatus aS weIl as against the work-
ing olass, and whioh, on the other, waa able to beoome
the aupporting foundation for the state apparatus itaelf.
With the suocesses of the poliCy of the seoond five-year
plan, the Bolsheviks have announoed the transformation
of Russia from an agrar1an into an industrial oountry.Between the yeare 1929 and 1934 the russian proletariat
1ncreased from 17.3 to 2g.l peroent of the total popula-
tion. The number of oolleotive peasants mounted from 2.9to 45.9 percent, wh1le the number of individual peaeante
declined from 72.9 to 22.5 peroent. The working claae,tobe aure, still conetitutss a minority of ths population.However, it is not only highly organized industrially;italeo turne out today ths predominant part of all Bovist
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produots. This preponderance, however, oompels the ab-
aoLutLst Lc regime ~f the Bolshevika to draw up the ag-
rarian olass as its main support, to shift the oenter
of gravity of the state apparatus to the weaker side,eo
as to maintain the equilibrium of the two classes and
thereqy, for the absolutistic peak of the pyramid, the
pos6ibili ty of go verning.
The russian oolleçtivized peasantry beoomee the priv1l-
eged class of ~he Soviet Union. While the industria1 as-
o~nt of Russia down to the year 1929 Was acoomplished at
the expense of the peasantry, the oollect1vizing itse1f
was aocomplished at the expense of the proletariat. The
bi1lions invested for the sake of russian agrioulture
had to be withdrawn from the industrial seotor of the
rUSsian economy, and are in themselves suffioient to ex-
plain in large part the tense sooial situation in whioh
the russian proletariat found itself in spite of all
five-year-plan succeaaea , The doing away wi th bread cards
and the suooeeding rise in the prioe of bread was a pres-
ent to the co'l Leot Iv ä aed peaaanba , to whom in 1932 Stalill
had promised "weIl being". In the last four years, the
government bas expended about five billion rubles for or-
ganizing the machine and traotor stations, a eum whioh
had to be naäs ed by russian industry. The money indebt-
edness of the oolleotives to the State down to the year
1933, amounting to a total of 435 millicn rtiblee,was
struok off the books at the end of 1934, the money ac-
oordingly presented to the peasants as a gift.
cstenSib-iy, the oolleotive enterpriaes, as even the Men.,.
ahevLkeaa Donanevskaya haa now disoove.ced;,are of acctal, ••··
ist characuer , Stalin had, however, aa early as the l7th ,.
party oongress, deolared that the petty-bourge01a ~quali-·
tarianiSm of the oommunes must be liquidated.The agr1~
oultural oollect1ves are guilds, WLioh 1eave oonaiderable
play to the colleotive ownership of the peaaant. In Fep.
1935, at the oongress of the oolleotive peasante mbdel
etatutes drafted by Stalin for the oolleotive ente+pr1s.~é
were adopted. These statutes have deeded the land to the
colleotive enterprises for all time, as was deolara4 by
the seoretary of the Mosoow party orgariization (v.
Rundsohau, 1935, No. 2g). The nationalized eo11 hae been
~ade the private possession of the peasant ool1eot1ves~

Every oolleotive peasant feela now," the seoretary said
further, "that tbe general assembly of the members of a
collective.eoonomy is master over the collective-economy
property, that no 'plen1potentiary' of any sort oan ex-
clude him from the colleotive eoonemy, that he bas an
equal veice in determining the oommen affairs of the
Collectiva economy." The sharpest tenes were adopted 1n
condemning the "absolutely inadmissible blundering in-tr~ions into the life of the colleotives" en the part
of "certain party o~ganizationa", to whom it was made

- 27 -



clear that "people who lnfringe the collective-economy
statutes cannot be tolerated either in the party appara-
tus or that of the sovi.eceI~.The colLect tve peasants, un-
restrioted masters of t!lr.;i::- propert xen , were accordingly
released from the tute~age cf the party organs. The
"leading role of the proletariat" over the peasantry WaS
thereby definit1vely abolished.
And as it has been economically, so also politically.Hand
in hand with this astounding reform of the oolleotivee
went the abolition of the formal disadvantaging of the
peasantry on the politioal field. The 7th soviet congress
introduced eQual, direct ~~d seoret suffrage and tbereby
a sort of "noviet parliamentarism" by ~eans of which the
weight of the peasantry can be thrown into the scale in
all cases of voting. The future soviet oongresses will
therefore, just like the congresses of the parliamente
which are subordinated to tbem, be dominated by peasant
majorities. The peak of the bclshevist state apparatus
thereby frees itself from the pressure of the proletariat,
a pressure whioh it once needed in its apparatus but whioh
would now neoessarily turn out to be too dangerous for it.
For in spite of all dictatorial seourities, the soviet re-
gime after all exists only on oondition of utilizing the
oountryls mass foroes, to whioh it has to render aooount
eimultaneously and between which it has to mänoeuver.
The transition of the 'colshevist system of absolutiBm on-
to the peasantry as its m.i.Ln support meant, ho~GJ:, the
deprivileging of the party strata of proletarian origine
It represents, moreover, suoh a break With the party
tradition that it oould not oome off without producing
inner convulsions in the party apparatus, regardless of
the faot that this party had already been purged dozens
of times. Stalin WaS obliged onoe more to oppose his
party in order to bteak its oonservatiSm. He did thiS
With the usual bolshevist ruthlessness, in that he in-
troduced, if not the gradual and complete dismantling of
the party apparatus, yet after all the further depolitio-
izing of the party. If the predominanoe of the proletar-
ian class in soviet abeolutiem oonsisted in the faotual
superiority of the party apparatus over the state appar-
atus, while Stalin combined and dominated both, the pre-
dominance of the peasantry in the soviet system Will
bring it about that the state apparatus takes a position
above the party apparatus.
So far, this fundamental upheaval has brought forth two
measures of the greatest signifioance. The first WaS the
Iiquidation of the union of old Bolsheviks; that iS, the
destructlon of the oenter of the "proletarian"-revolu-tionary tradition of the OPR. (Aocording to bourgeoispress reports, Krupakaya was algo taken into custody.)

The second of these measures Was the reorganization (as
it waS shamefacedly expressed) of the Young Communist
League. Heretofore, thiS League was organized aocording
to the IIproductionprinciple" like the CP itself and an-
ohored in the factories. It rated as one of the party's
most spirited weapons in the faotories and played an im-
portant part there as organizer of the shock brigades,as
gatherer of the state loans, eto. It was a lively politi-
cal instrument of the bolshevist party; perhaps the live-
liest, for the youth organization was always at the Same
time a center of the most various oppositions and an ex-
ponent of "bolshevist self-oritioism", of whioh nothing
more has been heard for same time. As the relatively
weakest link of the ~arty, the Young Communist League
had to knoo~ under first. As early as Feb. 22, 1935,henoe
directly following the 7th soviet oongress, whloh eleva-
ted the peasant olass to the throne, its "reorganizationft

waS deoided upon. This deoision Was complied with by the
June plenum of the central oommittee of the youth organi-
zation. The sooial-demobratic standpoint, that the youth
organization has no politioal, but only eduoational funo-
tions, was here oonverted into facto The youth organiza-
tions in the factories are being broken up •.The Y01 ia
being redistributed into seven seotions: working-olaàs
youth, peasant youth, young pioneers, students, school
children, leading YCL organs, juvenile work of the state
and trade organizations. Politically, the Y01 ia thereby
liquidated, and the field that is left te it iS theyouthful idyl: "Like a provident gardener ," wri tes praveia.
in an editorial around the middle of June, "it is called
upon to bring up millione of people, te form their view
of the world, to instruct, to nourish and to oherish them.·

The Liquidation of the Comintern
With the acoompliehment of this inr.er-political turn--
the political NEP-turn of Stalinls--the last traditional
restrainta have fallen which had previoualy still exist-
ed with respeot to bolshevist foreign poliCy by reason
of the exiatenoe of th~ oommunist parties in Europe.The
co-operation of russian state-capitalism With the mono-
polistio and. in part openly fascist imperialism iS hence-
forth unimpeded by any exterior consideration whatsoever.
The embarrassing revolutionary phraseology oan finally bédisoarded.
Hitherto, ths "world revolution" was at least on papsr
recognized as the first and most essential guarantee a-
gainst an intervention on the par.t of imperialist Powers.
Praotioally, the Bolsheviks relied, however, exoluaively
on their diplomaoy and on that institution whioh wasrendered possible with its aid: the higbly organized andtechnioized Red Army. The late aoting president of tbe
aovlet of people'B oommissara, Kuibushev, has even
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olothed th1s undiBguiBedly in wordB. In January 1935,at
the thiri soviet oongress of Mosoow, he stated: "While
we are fighting for peaoe on the international arena,we
~ust neverthaless oonsider that the best aSsuranoe a-
gainst a war, against an intervention. is as before the
inoreasing might of the armed de fender of our Fatherland.
the Red Army of Workers and Peasants".
Even before this time. the proletarians who joined the
oommunist parties in good revolutionary faith and took
upon themselves the martyrdom of the faaoist terror no
longer oounted among the BolshevikB. In general. they
were remembered with declarations of syr.pathy or protest
resolutions. which were not allowed to affect in the
slightest degree tha policy of ooncluding paots of peaoe
and friendship betwaen the nFatherland of all Workers"
and their fasoist oppressors. Ocoasionally. however. the
hired writers of the Bolsheviks alao expreased their sen-
timents more openly. Thus, on the oocaaion of the conclus-
ion of the new non-aggresaion ~aot with Italy, Peri wrote
in the Rundachau (1933, No. 33) with a ahamolesa oynicism
of which the equal would no doubt be hard to discover :"On
the part of our italian brothera in armB who are auffer-
ing in the penitentiar1eB and on the isl&nds of eXile.the
faot that their torturera are compelled to ieal with thè
representatives of that revolutionary order for whose
triumph the noblest of our comradea have offered up their
freedom Will be interpretei as an inoentive to resistanca
and to struggle." The coamunist worker had aooordingly
long been abandoned when the Comintern WaS atill oonduot-
ing the nanti-fasoistn pseudo-Btruggle against those
Powers whioh were already tied up in the cloeeet manner
wit~ the Soviet Union.
With the latest franoo-ruseian paot, however, tn whioh
it Was no longer a question of a. diplomatio a.gree~ilent,
but of direot military oo-operation, the leaders of Bol-
sheviem were obliged to give up even the appearanoe of a
"revolutionary" equivocalness. Obviously, the Frenoh in-
sieted upon guaranteee against a disturbanoe poliOY on
the pa~t of the CP of Franoe. Stalin gave them. He aSSur-
ed LavaIon the occae i.on of hiS vieit to iJoecow, that
Franoe i~ naturally obliged to adopt measurea in the in-
tereBt of her ~litary defense. Izvestia wrote on May 16:
"The taBk of the publiO opinion of both oountrieB 1s the
support of the polioy of their governments. which iS the
policy of peaoe and of defense.n
The paot With France was followed by that with Czeoho~
slovakia. whioh forthwith adhered to the franoo-russian
paot by reason of her menaoed poeition betwaen Hitler
Germany and oonteeted Austria.. The IzveBtia preBented
the groundB for thiB new alliance (until 1934 no diplo-
matie relationB had exiBt~ between the two eountriee)
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in the following words: "German fascism, in order to
conceal its policy of eonqueet, may fashion a theory
according to which the slavie peoplea supply the manure
of history. But the Soviet Union, while taking no stock
in any sort of pan-slavic masquerades, vouches in every
manner that it deems the defense of the slavic peoples,
who are in danger of bei~g attaoked. as no les8 weIl
grounded and worthy of support than is the defense of
France" •
Since t he rema1ning appar atua of the Comintern par t i ea
no longer has any life of its own, the readjustment of
their policy to the new Situation was not accompanied
by the slightest inner difficultiee. The policy of mili-
tary allianees With capitalist States required the
liquidation of the diaturbance polioy of ths Cominter~
parti~s in the countries in question. Moscow earried out
thia liquidation, which presages the ea~ly end of the
european Cpls in general. The way to th1S end ia two-
fold. In the first plaoe, it was neeeasary that the
french and czeeh parties should swing into the line of
national defense. That occurred promptly. Of course,the
french CP was faced with tha difficult taslof combining
this line with the traditional anti-militarism of the
freneh working masses. It spoke cautioualy and diplomat-
1cally. "The mutual assistance embraces the eorrespond-
ing :rreasures for the defense of peaee", wrote Magnien on
May 16 in LIH~aanite. "In order to pres erve the peace. a
Bolshevik should do everything". declared Vaillant-
Couturier, two days later in the Same sheet. He oompare~
the pact With ths New Economio Policy (NEP). It was a
question, he aaid. of gaining time in order to postpone
the War ani protect "our Socialist Fatherland", No other
reasons, he added, are discoverabIe in the words of
Stalin. Furthermore. it was protested that the CPF re-
mains the de fender of the freneh soldiers and wants to
Win the army. practically. however. all that remained to
do Was to demand that the fasCist and reaotionary offi-
cers be driven out of the- army, since one could not aftel
all confide to them the serious defense of the USSR.
In Czeehoslov.akia, where nationalism on the one hand and
the Social-democratie tamenesa of the Cp on the other
Were considerably greater, the matter Was rendered eas i.ez,
Sverma, a newly electad parliamentarian of the CPCz, de-
clared on May 24 at a CP meeting in prague that the ezeoh
communiets , in Case the caechos Lovakt.an army would fight
Consiatently againat german imperialism, would support
this atruggle and Oome out for the army. He declared him-
self in favor qf maintaintng the independence of the
ozech na t t on , -whioh oould be assured by an army purgedof fascists.
In order to make thiB ft~efence-of-the-father1andft polley
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~ffeo~ual in the polioy of the a1l1ed papi taliet na t I ona ,
in h~rmony With the, d,eeigna of Boviet diplomacy. ths Com-
1nternwo~d onoe more have to Beek out the oorrespon~ing
barliamentá:::y field. That meant praot1cally'that the Com-
In.tern par tLea had to be annexed to the So.o,1al Demooracy
of the countriee,ir:. question. The united front with the
hcads cd "aoc raä faecism 11 .became àll of asudden the one
and, onIy Une-true watchword of the var i oua CPls.ln Franoe
thertl ar oae the IIfront ooamun", releasing Waves of en';hu..,.
ei.aam and fake aot rv; ty. If the negotiationB as a whole
dit', not pr coeed so sraoo1;hly as might have b een expeoted,
"~hiS was owtng to1;he faot that differenoes ar oae regard-
ing the~uestion of the extension of thiS front. While
'the Cp want ed to draw in even the lett~·bourgeois parties
(if ooslition anyhow, theri 8011the way to the democratio
bour geo ä s ä er }, the Sooia1 Demoorats oppos ed to thi~ the,ir
traditional,No, ar:.d thus aoquired among the frenoh work-
,ers ~he reputation of being the most radioal,the "leftest"
'of all the par tLea, However, Blum, at theoongressof his
pà,rty in ~uhlhausen(Jur.le 1935) could not deny nthatthe'
ideolara1;iom of Stalin are in aooord With thedecisions
,~döpted regarding the natiónal defense by the !rench Soo-
1a.1-1st P~rty in Tours three years ago and oonsequently
eer,ved the :future organizational uni ty of sooialists and
communä.et s , In Oase of a german invaarcn, 8011proleta:t'-
lans would riseagainst the outer enemy, for the defeat
of France Wou:ldmean the defeat of Russla" • (NZZof June
13. ) 1t is quä t e conoeiva.ble that MoscowWill even deczee
;the diréöt liquidation of its europeán offsh06ts, if
'th,inga go still farther. If the Bolsheviks suoceed in
,Jtinhing 'au indirect lnfluence upon thasooial-demo Ct'atio
}>arti,es ,wi tha.ut be mg responsible for them, that will
be',ths most favorable to theplans of Mosoowin the près-
en't world Si tuàtion. (ThiS tendenoy to oombine by- moving
.0 theside'of the Social ~mooraoy iS not oonfined to
,~he M,uso,ovites , but is runnrng , thru 8011t,hevarious bol;"
!Jhevist cur r ent s , The Trotskists of Francie, of ,Swit'zer-
land, eto., are already in ,the SooialDelilooraoy, a.nd in,
"o.ther,oountriea they are working än a sirnllar iireot;i.on.
;'!'h,eCPOof Sohaffhausen (Swj. tzerland) accompliahed.1 te
~un:,ionwithtb,e SPS at the beg1nning of July 1935 .•~'

:The prooesàion' to the S06ial Demo9raoy has been follo1reo.
'by the sWisÉi Cp Without .reserve. ,After aoampaign in op-
posij;ion to the sooial;:..d.emooratio .and tradè-union "c:rl,siS
:in,;i.tiati:ve" , Shörtly bèfore the vote Was taken 1t Lssued
a oal1 for support of thia initiative. The .situati,on,
naturally, had "fundament ally ohangedtr• The SpS had., to
bé' aur e, propoaedan ext e rs tve elimination of Parliament
for the oa"rrying .thru of ~,he initiative, but' the FederaJ.
Oounoi j, . (Bundesrat ), had i:tl' mrnd. still more ext ena Ive full
P?W'ers for !tsel!. Bo the CPSpreferred~'in' accozdance
w~th the approved aocial-demooratio reoipe of the lesser
evi i., the half to the three-quarter diotatorship. ThiS
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tumble was followed by ,ths offer of a united front to the
SPS, whioh in turn was followed by preparations for the
dissolution of the red-union opposition (RGO) in Basel.
The SPS set five oondit10ns; among others, the liquida-.
tion of the RGOand ot her such separate CP or garu aat rons ,
suapension of 8011at t acks upon the sooial-demooratic pol.-
iOY, partioularly upon the sooial-demooratio. funotionar-
ies in the adminiatrative a.pparatua, and unconditional
assent to theswiss IIPlan of Labor". The CPShad aS a
matter of oourse to subaoribe to 8011this. It WaSeven
obliged to swallow the ironio remark of the SpS exeöutive
committee to the effect that at any rate no oo-operation
with bourgeois parties was involved. suoh as had been de-
manded by the french oomunists.

óust aS down to the year 1932 it was "sooial fascism"~so
at the present time the "united front" has become the
axis of 8011CPpolicy. Bela Kun, in a long article in No.
11 of the "Communist·Int,ernational", analyzed the taotio
and the auocsaaea 'o'! the var i ous CPIS on the ocoas ion of
the united-front demonstrations on May 1. As to the ger-
man question, he expatiated as follows: If the majority
of the SPG exeoutive cornmittee in Pragueis really trying
to support the imperialist war policy of HitIer Germany;.
in order to get back into the game, th en there is need
for establishing a muoh oloser oontaot between the Oom-
mums t s and the left members andgroups of the SPG. for
the oreat t on of "lively exarnples of the uni ted front" and
for stre~gthening the broad masS pressure upon the SPG ex~
eoutive oommitte~, in' prague". These interesting iisquisi .•.
t rona demonstrate, first, that the CPmust be in very poor
standing with the german workers, for otherwise it would
not turn to the SPG exeoutive committee af ter it had de-
clared, following Hitler IS ~1ictory: The SPG r emaf.na ~he
prinoiple enemy. They prove, furthermore. that the Comin-
tern is here "fighting" merely for a bit of influenóe up~
on the remaining props of a social-iemocratio apparatus
whioh history has ~lready shown the door, an apparatus
whioh at the time the Hun ar t i cl e was wri tten was putting:
a.n end to the struggle of the "Leftists" for their share'
of ths million marks in the possesaion of the partyls ex-
eoutive commä t tee , in that it threw these la.tter out of
1ts enterprise for oompensating its own servioes With
respeot to the gerrnan workers.Beaides at the present
time the german seoret polioe (Gestapo~ has gone a long
way in wiping up the illegal SPO apparatus, made further
numeroua arrestsand thua reaped the harvest whiohhad
bfsen prepared for i t by two spies in the oentral commi tte'e
o ths Sp in Germany. At the moment the SPG centra! Oom-
~ittee, aooording to' our oertain information, no langer
as, any ccnnect Lona .whats'oever t"oward GermanY, and has

deo~ded not to attempt making any for Some rronthe to Oome.
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~o9ncl_~a1,.g1L

Thua the fora~&n poliCy of the Soviet Union haa logical-
ly, growing out of the original Situation of tha russiar.
revolution, ended up as a link in the system of imperial-
ist alliance poliCy. Corresponding to the momentary needa
at the different halting places along this way, it has
directed the communist parties, on the back of the euro-
pean proletariat~ up to the point at whioh their politi-
cal 1iquidation in favor of the national-reformist poliCy
of the Bo cLa'l, Democraoy has alree.dy beoome mere1y a quea-.
tion of fo~. Thia iS not taking plaoe Without the recent
i11usionary working up of the "united-front" ènthusiasm
of a european pr01etariat whioh in the present period of
univarsal counter-ravolution and reaotion has run hope-
les91y into the blind alley of national li~itation. lts
further course oar. only be a further bit-oy-bit collapse.
A sound claes-reaction against the oontinuing i~eological
and practical deoline is at tha moment not yet visible in
the european oountries even in the most ~odest beginnings.
lt appe ar s that Social-democratisrr. and Bolshevisnl must
continue their work of destruotion of any proletarian
force of action even to the bitter and before the prole-
tarian turn becomes at all possible. But the world situ-
ation i6 overloaded in suoh a way with eoonomic and
political diffioultiss, counter-forces and oontradictions
that this proletarian turn Will in the long run unavoid-
ably Come about. The ruins of all "old" labor "movement"
will make the path of the reasoent an incomparably pain-
ful one, but they Will also finally leave it clear.

A N TuT -aD U E H R T N G ( Herr Eugen nühring'a
Revolution in Scienoe

Ey FRTEDRTGH ENGELS
To~ether w:!.th ri '!'heHark" and the author's "Tntroduc-
tion to Socialiam,Utopian and Scientific",an histori-
cal introdu~tion by the tranalator, explanatory notea,
bibliography and index.
!tankinrsnext to Marx's Capital in ita importance to the
workin<;-claaa movement , Ant i-Dührino~ ia the mo st compre-
hen~ive of En~el'd wor~s. ~nsels in this polemic waa
obll~ed to follo'lvHerr Dühr ä.ng into a11 sphe rea of
learn~ng, philoaophy, political eoonorr.y,aociallam.
Part T_~reata 'oV~th Philosophy. Ps.rt T'" !s an outline
of and introductlon to the three volumes of Capital.
Part TT.,.ecp'LaLna the ba sLa of modern aoc iaJ.iem.
Published by Charles H.Kerr & Company,341-34o E.Ohio st.
Chicago, Tll. (402 pages, ~ 2.00 Poatpaid) -
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CURRENT TRENDS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Despite the gradual trend toward equalization of the eoo-
nomio-social struoture of Europe, the distinotion between
industrial capitalist Western Europe and overwhelmingly
agricultural Eastern Europe is atill apparent. CzeohoBlo-
vakia reaches into both divisionB. lts weatern part iB
highly industrialized and its history is closely inter-
woven With that of middle Europe, while its eastern part
embraoes the typical agrarian characteristica of eaatern
Europe. Thia contradiotion between the Eaat and Weat con~
stitute one important problem of Czechoslovakian politiOS
and economy.
The other problem is that of nationalitiea. Czeohoslovak-
ia ia not a unified national state. lt iS inhabited by
approximately ten million Czeohoslovaks (Czechs and 810-
vaka beoause of different hiatorioal bankground do not
yet con9titute a unity, although that tendenoy eXista),
three and one quarter million Germans, 700,000 Magyara,
400,000 UkrainianB, and 60,000 PoleB. Tha "national an-
tagoniam" , especially between the Germana and Czechs,ia
fundamentally but the oonflict between more or leas in-
dependent oapitalist groups for a ahare in the state
control, as well as over internal and foreign markets.
The larger part of the proletariat as well aa the petty
bourgeoisie was dragged into thiB oonflict. ThiS national
oompetition seems to be refuted by the interlocking of
German and Czech capital in the monopolistic orgar!iza-
tions, but in reality the struggle is merely resumed on
another plane, within the monopolies.
The economic differences of West and Eaat, and national
disunity, eXisted before the founding of the repUblio,
but the diffioulties arising out of the breakup of the
old Austrian economie entity developed with the reptiblio.
In the old Austria, whioh formed an eoonomic unity with
balanced industrial and agrarian production, induatry
Was centered chiefly in the Sudete countries. (Sudeten:
mountain-chain). Excepting that part which found a sala
~n foreign m~rkets, Austrian induatry found a market for
lts goois in the agricultural belt. What iS now Czecho-
slovakia supplied over 50 percent of all the induatrial
product ion of the old Auatria - some industries as high
as 100 percent. Af ter the breakup of the empire, Czecho-
slovakian industry retained but a fourth of the former
markets, as the other offshoots of the Austrian empire
immediately raised tariff walls under whose proteotion
they etarted thelr own industries. The export to these
former oountrieB, thuB impeded, forme~ly the exoluaive
domain of Bohemian 1nduatry, noW alBO hado to meet the
sharp competition of the great capitaliat countriae in
these territoriea, whoae position here was noW conaider-

- 35 -



"ably i~proved.The relative over-industrialization of
Czechoslovakia determined economie polioies and influen-
oed the relations between the different bourgeois factions.
A number of pr obl ema also reauj t from the Lnterna t i ona.I
position of Czechoslovakia. Deriving it8 exi8tanoe aa a
state from the Versailles treaty, and :..ts 0<.18io~Lmperial-
ist setup , any shifting of the then exi et lng power-a af-
feots it olosely. Czec~oslovakiats vulnerable p08~tion
and its economic implicationa compj t cave Lv: ther the prob-
lemS arising irom its international positiûn and, conse-
quently, also the internal politioal ait~~tion.
All these problems, however~ are secondary to the general
sQoial antagonisms that also rock the foundations of the
other capitalist states. The causes of the apparent con-
fusion in the sooial conflicts of Czechoslevakia lie in
the interlooking and interaotien of the general oonditions
of the world crisis With the speoial cûnditions peculiar
to the founding and development of the Czechoslovakian
state.

greatest bank, "Zivnostenska banka" , whioh controla the
greateat industrial concern is mainly due to the fact
that the financial and trade poliCy of the atate Was in
the hands of its repreaentatives who ruthlessly sUbor-
dinated the economic policy of the state to its immed-
iate financial interests, Similarly ths agrioultural
ministers used their office to further the intereste of
the well ooncentrated agrarian industry.
In oontrast to the era of liberal capitalism, when the
state is almost exclusively the instrument of political
power of the bourgeoieie, monopoly capitalism now seizos
it increasingly for its immediate exonomio purpoees.Thus
the state exerts its full foroe.upon capitalist produc-
tion and distribution in order to keep their contradio-
tions within bearable limits and, simultaneously, furthere
the monopolistiO trend. In a small way as yet this ex-
presses itself in the eoonomie legal measures of the
past years, i.e., the wheat monopoly, c~mpulsory lumbe:
syndicate, etc.
Almost at the outset of the crisis, following the e1eo-
tiens, a coalition government Was forrned, conaisting of
Czeoh Agrarians, Nat iona1-Democrats, People1e Party,
National Socialiste (Benee), the Czech and German Social-
Democrats and the German Land League. The government
tried to óoun~eract the growing difficulties with the
UBual deflationiat methode ; (aalary reductions for gov-
ernment employees, reducing the budget, etc.), Whioh,of
course, merely intensified the orisis. From the first,
the government, dus to its heterogeneoua composition,
could not reokon on more thoro measures. When the ad-
vancing crisie nevertheless indicated the neoeseity of
such measures, open disag~ement b~oke out in the 00-
alition. The group urging a devaluation of the crown
to revive the export trade had * majority but met stiff
reeistance by the National Democrate, repreeenting fin-
anoe capital and the importers of foreign raw materiale
who feIt their intereste endangered by ourrency devalu-
ation. Befo~e the passing of the devaluation lawe, thie
group demonlJtratively withdrew fr.om the government. The
remaining government partiee now formed a closer ooali-
tion of agrarian and reformist parties. Resulting from
this close co-operation were a number of "pï.anned eoon-
omy" reforms (grain monopoly, publiO works loans,publiC
works programs, eto.), whioh was to culminate in a sort
of state capitalism (for example, the nationalization
of mines. )
The new reformistl0 practioe of the labor partiee now
found its ideological expression in the theories of
"planned economy". A theoretical re-orientation furthar

becarne necessary With the collapse of the German (in
Germany) soolal democracy, the chief representative of

The wave of international orisis reaohed Czechoslovakia
from one to one and a half years later than the eurround-
ing oountriee. Then it progressed sharply and rapidly.
First hit and hardest was the export industry,situated
almost entirely in the Northwestern border terri tories
inhabited by Germans. In contrast, the industries in the
interior largely supplying the internal markete have held
up fairly weIl. Recently pUbllshed statistics eetimated
unemployment in thirteen distriots preponderantly German,
with a total population of 1,o6e,629, at 119,265; while
thirteen distriots preponderantly Bohemian, with 1,17e,834
inhabitants gave ûnly 51,949 unemployed. Unemployment in
the German border districtswas more than twice that of the
Bohemian, namely 11.15 percent as against 4.4 peroent.
Sut even the unequal foroe With which the crisie struok
various seotions of industry failed to halt the trusti-
fication efforte that had been init1~t~d as early as the
pre-war period in the Sudeten countries. Af ter the war,
th is trend continued end by 1933, in the midst of the
crisis, there were 53e registered cartele. The vertical
organization of induetriee by the banks hae proceeded
even ffiorerapidly. Four to five prague banks, through
dir~ct ownership or large investment in tbe most impor-
tant industriee, oontrol four-fifths of the total Czeoho-
slovakian produotion.
The growing power of the monopolies is increasingly ffiani-

feeted in politics. Banks and other bUSiness concerns,
over the heads of the "peoples' representativés", try to
usc the state apparatus for thei~ momentary interests.
For example, it is no seorst that tbs success of the
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tbe traditional r.eformi8m of tbe Seoond International.
In order to win tbe vac cLl.Lat ing maases of petty bour-
geoisie anc. farmel.'sfor tbs interests of tbe reformist
la.bor mov ementi , a "cla8s-coalit:'.onflwas aough t in tbe
format ion of a b loc surrende rLng a]1 clas0 char aoner i a.,
tiC8 for the purpose uf effeoting the structura~ (state
capi talist) reform of cap iceLism . 'rl1elabo:' movement
demoralized by ~;be coJ.lap3e of tr.e mtdd.Le European l~-
bor parties, througb tbis program was to oe shown a ne~
way out, while at tbe sa:ne t äme a mass baste: for tbe
struggle aga Inat Fas orsm wOl.lldbe f'ormed,
Tbe National-Sooia.lint v i ctory in Germany had. far-reach-
ing oona equencea for the inter:lal and ext exnat poli t i os
of Czechoslovakia. Tt now i'ûund itself adiacent to a
state from whose imperialist ur ge for expans i on it had
everything to fear. lts i~lediate reaction to provo ca-
tive advances of Germany was a closer 3u~port of French
Imperi.a.Ldam and , cons equent Ly , of RU8Sia (diploma.tic
recognition, non-aggression and ~ilitary aGsistance pact)
as weIl as closer connection with the states of the
little entente. A fUl'ther effect on foreign policy was
clouding of diplomatic relations with Poland whjc;h had
established friendly relations With Oerman ämperi aû ä am ,
The ideological result of Hitler-German activity was an
Lnt ena-i f Ied nat rcnaä tsm by the CzeohosltJvakian bourgeois-
ie which could operate under the madk of anti-fascism.In
the reformist labor parties, Hitlerism resulted in a
panicstricken flight to the institutians of the lfdemo-
crat i o " state as refuge f!'om the f's.sof at vav e , The anti-
fascist struggle represented no stru~gle between group6
fighting for their defini te capi taliet Lnt erescu . but a
struggle for the preserva~ion of oertain governmental
principles. Followed to Hs l.ogical conclusion this con-
Geption leads to the support of a.war of pr event i on "in
order to bring freedom (at the point of French and Czech
baYOnetB) to Germany".
Internally the Hitler overturn in Germany led to the diS-
s01ution of the German National-So Oialist Lab or Party and
the German Uational Party. Tbe leaderless and partyless
fascist maSSdS sought and found oover in tbe German Tur-
nerbund whose sooia1 structure and aimS most c10sely ap-
proXimated those of the dissolved parties and thus was
best fitted to act as a sUbstitute organization for the
o~d Swastika parties • lts memb erahd.pWaS fair1y identioal
wlth that of the two outlawed parties, in addition to a
powerful reserve of youthful elements that had been rad-
icalized and thrown irito politics by unemployment and
the crisis. The politiCal cbaraoter of the Turnerbund
Was indistinguisha~le from that of a swastika party,' Hy-
per:lationalism, anti-Semitism and. Close petty bourgeois
conneotions characterized both. ThiS similarity to tbe
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old fascist parties threatened to result in the prohibi~
tion of tbe Turnerbund as weIl, so a form of organization
equally oapable of carrying on the fascist campaign and
yet sufficiently camouflaged to avoid dissolution under
tbe anti-fasoist laws had to be found. The most esssntial
fascist aotivities Were to be carried out illegally, in
underground agitation, whispering campaigns, etc;
Thw needs of Czech fasois~~h~ found expresBion in the
organization of the Sudete Home Front (SHF) which Boon
boaBted of a following greater than that enjoyed by the
former National-Socialist organizations. In cnntradiction
to swastika traditions, the SHF professed a burning love
of democracy and international peaoej innumerable loyalty
demonstrations for the Czechoslovak state were organized
and every connection With the forbidden parties, and e6-
pe~ially with ths Third Reich was avoided. Thus equipped
the SHF was the more active in advooating the ideology
of its predecessors although in diluted form but enriched
witb the freshly imported "people's cO~'mity religion"
and a leader cult oentered around one Kvnrad Henlein, .••.
Turnerbund functimnary who was being primed as a Sudete
German HitIer.
The new foreign polioy of Russia after the Nazi revolu-
tion in Germany led to a ohange in the communist tactios
in the countries of Russia's allies. In Czeohoslovakia
this tactic met With difficulties as the government So-
Cialist parties emphatically refused union witb tbe Com-
munistsj on the other hand, tbe united front here would
have signified the Communist endorsement of the govern-
ment which So far seemed imopportune to them. But oon-
oessions in this direotion have already been made by
the CPC.
In May 1935, when the diplomatio bonds between Russia
and Czechoslovakia were tightened by a military assist-
ance paot, the CPC deolared itself ready to co-operate
with the bourgeois parties in parli~ent and to defend
the capitalist state. Parliamentary Representative
Sverma on May 24, 1935 deolared: "•.•German Fascism can
be defeated only thru cla8s War within Germany and, by
war, thru armed foroe. The Czech08lovak Communists in
case of consistent war by the army against German im-
perialism would support that war and the army". "We
are for the maintenanoe of independence of the Czecho-
elovak n.ation", be added, "Wbich oan be guaranteed by
a strong army. freed of Fasoist elements in whiob work-
ers enjoy all politioal privileges. We demand the res-
toration of the suffrage to tbe members of the army. We
urge the Socialist parties to form an oppositional
~ited front to carry on tbe fight against Fascism. We
~lll ~upport tbe Sooialist parties in the goyernm~nt in
all measures intended tg oombat Faacism, anà to seoure
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ooncrete advantagee for the workers. In foreign palicy
we will support everything intended to support the
peaceful foreign policy of the Soviet Union and to frus-
trate the war plans of Hi tler-Germany."
The complicated transltional charactar of the general
sQcial situation ia reflected in the reaults of the last
elpctions (May 1935). The total reaul, t is undeniably a
swing to the right. AIso, the iifference of sooial devel-
opment in German and Czech Czechoslovakia becomes more
apparent. While oonditions among the Czechs seem to have
remained about the aame, among the Germans there oceurred
a complete political overturn. Ths tremendous growth of
the Sudete German Home Front to the strongest party in
the state formed the real aensation of the eleetions and
gained importanee far beyond the boundariea of the atate.
The awing to the right ia aeen in the loaa of votea and
parltamentary sesta of the proletarian parties whieh al-
together noW have 14 seats less than formerly. Compared
to 41. 6 peroent of all aeabs held f ormerly , they now Cen-
trol only 35.6 percent. The full developments are not so
apparent in these totgIs as a study of the individual na-
tional groups reveals.
Changes among the Czechs, despite the Sixth year of cria-
is are so insignificant that the stability of the old
pafty system seemS to be exceptional wh en compared to in-
ternational developments in general.
In con t raat to ths largely German border +e rri t orres , the
inner part of Czechoslovakia, eapecially Slovakia, iS but
little induatrialized. Suoh industry as exists iS largely
for domestio consumption and was hardly affeoted by the
orisis. Besldes, industry in the Czech interior has exper-
ienceö an entirely different development from that of the
Dorder diatricta. The latter are part of the west European
economy whieh had its decisive development in the last
haJf of the 19th century. Now, as formerly during its rise,
iûdustry in the border districts follows the deoline of
Europe_ra capitalist west. But the agr i oul tural Czech in-
t.er ror belonga to the European east wh i ch expe ri enoed a
period of induatrialization aft er the war. Politioal in-
dependence, the accompanying tariff and trade barriera,
now separating the old economic unita, led to the de~el-
opment of an economy serving various political and m~li-
tary interests arising out of the new setup that center-
ed more in the interior and the east. This industrial
development further moderated the effeets of the oriaia
on thia seotion of Czechoslovakia which had suffered-
Ieast from the first because of the structu=al nature of
interior and eastern economy. Also, the munitions iridus-
try located in ths Czech distriot's and ope rat tng at high
capacity for years reduced unemproyment of the Czech
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workers. Consequently, the fasoist ideology, the ideology
of capitalist deoline, remained negligible among the
Czech massea.
ThuS the :omparatively insignificant effecta of the cris-
i s on the Czeoh districta produced no radi cal change in
the traditional party system. However, the crisis still
had anough effect in the Czech districts to cause the
formation of rudimentary fascists groups that already
have expressed themselves in the elections. Czech fas-
oism so far consists of two tendenoies: the National
Union (Marodni sjednoceni), and the Fascist Party of
Gajda.
The reasons for the growth of Fascism, however, are in
the economie oonditions of the Sudete-German distriots.
The erisis here manifested itself in an extraordinary im-
poverishment of the masses. The deoline of the highly de-
veloped export industry of the border diatriots struek
down the whole economy and social life. The ruin of tne
export industry involved that of all other branches of
produotion. Important product ion oenters of finished
goods, textiles and glass are veritable industrial ceme-
teries. Even better situated distriots such as the aoft
ooal mines in the northwest and the oonneoted industries
show a severe deeline and unemployment problem. Some in-
dustries have been idle for years with no hope of reaum-
ing operations. The industrial shifts of the post-war
period on the continent, and overseas the tariff,valuta
and autarchie policies of most oountries have destroyed
a whole series of iLdustries. Frequently the paralyzed
plahts are broken up and transferred to other countries
(textile industry), a part of the border industry iS
moving into the interior leaving an army of unemployed
Without hope ever to be re-employed, oertain only of
continuing life under the most miaerable oonditions.
But those remaining employed fare little better. The
wages, already low before the orisis (among the lowest
in all Europe), ha ve ao far been reduced to an average
50 percent. Short-time employment is the rule,{one day
a week in many plants and others olose down for weeks
on end), and contributes to lowering the liVing stan-
dard of the employed almost to the level of that of theunemployed.
The chief strength of the fas~i~t,movement, its very
foundation, cons Ists of the maas of the Impov er-Lahed
petty bourgeoisie and peasantry. The deoline of the ex-
port industry, partly of a pettytr~urgeoia nature, poor
bUSiness in general, reduced purohasing power of the
masses, taxation, eto., brought Small tradesmen, mer-
Chants, and the oraftsmen to the verge of ruin. The
YoUQg intelligentsia found na more room in the declining
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economy and saw every opportunity of rising barred to.it.
The German small farmers in the less fertile border ~lS-
triots were injured by the agrarian measures of the ln
favor of large farmers government. These groups that usu-
ally turn to the state for help in a orisis had so~t.hope
from a state that furthered the rising Czeoh oompetltlon
that threatened them.
The Germans in Czechoslovakia see the solution to their
troubles in Fascism. The Sudete German party has had a
degree of success unpreoedented in fascist history. It
polled 70 percent of the German vote, not only thru re-
iuction of the other bourgeois parties, but thru great
inroads into the support of both proletarian partles.The
confidence of HenleinIs fol~owerà in ~indin~ what seemed
to them new and basio methods for thelr rellef.thru the
peoplels Commonwealth(Volks-gemeinschaft), soclal and na-
tional utopiaB, publiC works program to employ 300,000
Sudete-German unemployed, and similar pr?posals, 6~ve an
immense impetus to their propaganda. Thelr apparently r~-
volutionary demand for a change in the political,economlo
and cultural setup was opposed by the Social-Democrats
with the oonservative slogan of the defense of demoo~acy
in the state and a few soCial-political crumbs. In Vlew
of the terrible misery of those affected, that meant mere-
ly the retention and defense of their misery. Consequently
large parts of the working class, tired of the unsuccess-
ful reform policy of the Social-Democrats, and the sterile
phrase-mongering of the C~~unists, set their hopes in the
new rising movement whose spirit and ~ar-reaching demanda
promised a ieoided improvement in thelr let. Only with
all these oontributing faotors WaS it possible for the.
Sudete-German Home Front to overoome the strong social~at
traditions ani to beoome the atrongest party of Czeoho.
slovakia.
The election results of the Communists also demand atten-
tion. There are a number of differenoe~ between the CC?
and those of the other European oountrles. The C~ech So-
oial Demooraoy from whioh it sprang in pre-war tlmes al-
ready had been one of the rightest parties of the seoond
international, aupporting the position of unconditional
co-operation with ~ll olasses of the nation. There was
praetically no Marxian opposition in its ranks. After
191e following the national revolution whioh retained
all ~ther features of oapitalism, a radioal tendency.de-
veloped which, however, lacked a fundamental,revolutlon-
ary o~ientation. It WaS simil~r to the Independent So-
cialist Party tendenoy in Germany t~ough ~tro~ger re-
formistic and nationalistic tendencles OXlstea here. But
while the third international has split the _Indepe,ndent
SPin order to exolude the too reformistic elements,
Sho;tly after it aocepted the whole Czech L8ft bag and
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baggage • Juno t äon of the Czech wi th the German Commun-
ists of the country, ideologi oolly :nore advanced oWing
to a different historical baokground, added little t~
theoretioal unity and clarity though a iegree of uni-
formity in conoepts and tactics took plaoe thru the
years. The laok of thecretical clarity ~ong the party
membership formed ths basiS for frequent serious inter-
nal orises that convulsed the party struoture until the
strong party bureauoraoy suooeeded in enforoing the
strong disoipline and rules of Bolshevik organization.
Yet, to thiS day, the party apparatua must oompromise
with the ideologioal baokwardness of the memberahip.Thus
the polioy of the party central oommittee oonsists of
oonstant shifting between the noW reformistio, now rad-
ioal desires of the membership on the one hand, ani the
pressure of the Comintern for defense of the state in-
tereats of Soviet Russia on the other hand, though Rus-
sian interesta more and more tend to support the reform-
ism of the party. Thia ahifting soon beoame the oharao-
teristio of the whole poliOy of the CCP Yhioh evaded al1
fundamental deoisions of theory or praotioe.
In distinotion to the Social-Demooraoy, the Communist
movement in Czeohoslovakia ia not organized into national
gro~pa, but embraoes membera of all nationalities ir-one
uni t , The peouliar na t ä onal, oompoaä tion of Czeohoslovakl8.
explained previoualy, expresses itself in the thought &~~
aotion of the various groups and only with due oonaidera-
tion to thiS can the Communist eleotion resulta be oorre~"
ly sat ima.ted,
The Comm~,ista seoured a total inoreaae of 96,289 votes 8A
oompared to 1929, or 12.7g peroent. As the number of vot&a
had inoreased by 11.45 peroent, the peroentage of inorea88
was only 1.33 peroent.
The growth of the Communist, almost entire1y in eaatern
Slovakia and Karpatho-Russia, oan be traoed to the almost
Oomplete absenoe of industry. Even agrioulture there iS
very baokward. Conditions generally approximate those of
the Balkans and a number of east-European atates. The
greater part of the population suffers muoh aa a result of
the baokward sooial oonditions apd the ruthless exploita-
tion and oppres8ion_by the Czeohoalovak bourgeoisie.
Although the remnants of feudalism ha.dbeen removed by the
land reform--the expresaion of the bourgeois revolutionary
oharacter of the Czech national revolution--and the Czeoh
peasantry had beoome oonaervative, aufficient vestiges o~
feudalist oonditions remained in the east to maintain tne
desire for a bourgeois reoonstruotion of agrioulture. The
Bmallness of the farms, infertility of the aoil,dependeno~
on the few but all-powerful landed proprietors, and the
oackwardness of their produotive methode, ooupled With ad-
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~iniatrative opPfession (tax9s, tax !oreolosure~, politi-
oal chicanery, eto.,--this p~rt of tne country lS treated
almost like a oolony) have created misery th~t i~ a1most
unbearab1e. Communä st aucceaa he re ä.s due prlmarlly to
the protest of the peas~lt population again8t the8e oon-
ditions. In addition it i8 the expression of the,agrar-
ian-revolutionary fermetlt of the peasantry of,th18 a8
we11 as other eastern cour.trie8 a8 the Com~unlst Party
unreservedly supportà all interest8 of the pGa8~~t popu-
lation. To the Karpatho-Russian pea8ant8, a8 to the RU8-
sian peasa~ts, the Comuunist party appears as the ao1e
leader of their sooia1 and national strug61e•
In Czechos10vakia the crisis appeared later ~han.in the
other co~~tries, ~~d earlier in the border dlstrlots.
th~1 in the interior ~~d ea8tern part8 of thc republlo.
The political effect8 were the later and un~qua1 pro-
C8SS of fa8cization. Fo110wing the later outoreak of the
crisis it may be aS8uned that the low point wil1 be
reached at a later period than in other cou~trie8. Th~
momentary stabilization of the ari8i8 in Czeahos10vakla
has obv ä ouaLy not occurred at its lowest po är.t , A fur-
ther pos8ibly sudden, ooIlapse is to be expected, eB-
peCi~llY in the Czech district8. The political effect
of a further collapse unioubtedly Will be a Crea~er and
more effective fascization of the Do~~try.
~he ri8e of a real fasci8t wo~~ment among the Czechs
mU8t intensify the problem and danger, but also the iif-
fiaultie8 of Fascism in the republic. So long as Fasc~8m
was e8ae~tially the affair of the minority nation,the ~e-
cisive policies of the govermnent were but little influ-
enced by it. With the ri8e of fasci8m in the ~ajority
nation, all internal problems (above all, that of the re-
lationship of the two main nationalitie8, which may re-
sult in a struggle to deternine the dominanee of the two
fascist movemeribs ï renewed and ir.tensified will beoome
the order of the day.
ihe co~~uest of the state by ths monopolistia great-bour-
geoisie proceeds more rapidly than the formation of a
ma8S basis for the petty bourgeoisie. The horizon~al and
vertical trusts emb race owner s of both na t i ona and all
fractions and constantly expand their operations.In the
International Industrial Associatio~ (SVAZ PRU~YSLNIKU)
for example the bourgeois1e has an instrument e~ually
potent poli Îica11y as eaonomically thru which, forced by
economt c ne ceaa i ty, itiemands wi th mcr eas i ng insist~nca
absolute control of economy and the state, violently ~e-
mand8 thc abo1ition of democratio vesti~e8 and forces
thru more and more measures for the fascist re?r~~iza-
tion of the state. Thc time ia rapidly approaoning when
the bourgeoisie with its trusts ean exeroise Q,limited
control of the state and thru it diotatc its political
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and economä c meaaur ea , But even in the u,.üfied dictator.-
shiP of monopoly capita1, the rlva1ry of the two nation-
al capitalist groups and the different oapitalist frao-
tio~S (industrial, agrarian and finance capital) wil1
oontinue. The conflict for a 8hare in the fasoist rule
will fl~e anew in the economio a8sociations and the
state bureaus and afuninistration8. In thia strugglo,the
various national groups of capitalists will 8eek allies
~ong the petty bourgeoisie of their own oo~~try ruined
by capital ooncentration and orisie. Uationu.lism iS tho
inevitable basis for a fascist mobi1ization of the petty
nourgeoisie in Czeohoslovakia. To large seotions of the
petty bourgeoisie, the maintenanoe and extension of their
reduced basi8 for eXistence Wil1 appear possible only at
the expense of the other nationals, Thus the intenaified
arisis will widen the gulf between the two large nations
of t he state and finally two strong fascist maas move-
ments will confront each other in an embittered atruggle.
But a8 fasci8m indicatas the greatest centralization of
state power in the hand8 of the rulin~ olass, and every
independent movement with4~ the regime that oonfliots
With the intereste of the ruling fascism becomes a me~-
ace for the whole dictatorship, fasoism is confronted
wi th the Llsoluable problem of chaining the ve ry forces
it iS constantly forced to unchain. Just as the growing
class antagonisms constant1y forae the fascist state te
adopt more rigorous measures to maintain its supremacy,
so tha~growin5 and diverging foroes of the nationalitiee
Wi11 necessitate inareased pressure by the state.The ex-
act manner in which Fasciem Wil1 try to reoe~~ile the
national conf1iCts With absolutist state cen~ralization
oan~ot be foretold as yet. A p~rt probably Wil1 be play-
ed by the state bureauoracy whose 5Teat power, ~~oontrol-
lod chioanery and ruth1essne8s already indicate lts pos-
sinle pos i tien.
Ir.generaJ, fascization i8 a manifold oontradictory pro-
ceas that Will be even more conplicated and diffioult of
Comprehension in the Czechoslovak state of conflicting
nationa1itiea than e18ewhere. The working cla8s is inac-
tive and helples~ in relation to the ta8k of revolution-
iZing the capitalist ~y$t~. It confronts the powerful
new problem8 with tha ~raditional ~ethods, organizatio~s
and i5.eolo;-ies that aro8e frOl:!ali!lostentirely different
conditions, and which are comp1etely insufficient to
stop the on81aught of the 01as8 enemy. The greatest ~~d
deOiding part of the workin~ cla8S iS still ir. the camp
of reformisme Attempt8 to change the po1icies of the re-
formist parties ~~ong the Czechs are not apparent, wh1le
but a weak tendency in thiS direotion is noticeable a-
90ng the Germans. What oppoa ä t Lona'L ao t iv i t;, ext at.s Wi tt
an the Oe r-nan Boe LaL Demo craoy ia very ind3fird te az.d ie
rathar a sign of ~is~nte~ration of thc old ideology th~
t urw orientation. A~ug all these effort8, t~e group~
r- own aa the"Sooia.liat Äotion" baa a.aaumed the moat ële-
fini te forma and ga f.ne d tha I!loet influenee·. Al though

- 45 -



oe~bership in th1S 5rouP is forbidden to pa~ty members,
and repreaentatives of "Socialist Action" car. abitate il-
1ega11y a~d under cover, only certain parts of their p~o-
gram have inf1~enced definite, not ~~influential party
o Lro.lee . The i!:l8ologyof "Sccialist Action ft is made up of
a !!'.ixtureof p1an-reformistic, Bolshevist and fasoist ele-
mentS. No uniform de .••re Lopaerrt tendenct es are d t aoezn fbLe
because it harbors too mar,v contradictory tre~ds. Opposed
to it s "rad.ical b o ï enev Ist ideology", itb charaoter en
the basis of most of its pro~Tam planks and methods diS-
J10ses a strong fascist strain. Of oourse within thd op-
coe i t ionaä forces of r erornuam , espeeially among the
youth, there are mz.er ous e'Lemen t s honestly seeking a
really revolutionary methode However, a11 too of ten their
laok of c1arity makes them the tools for the centrist or
half-bolshevik aims of the experienoed opPositicn ~oliti-
cians.
The o~her WiLg of the labor movement, that of the Commun-
ista, has long ceased to represent a revo1utior.ary factor.
Their great turn-about shift, occurring just during the
last e1eotion, that they were compe Ll.éd to make in the
diplomatio interests of the Soviet Ur.ion has st~ipped
ther.1of the last bit of revclutiOl:..ary8ieÇlifieanoe. Nt1\V
that they have oOmL1itted themselves to rational d.efense
and, With certain reservations, to support of the govern-
ment polioy (in their repeated united front proposals to
the Social Democrats t~ey have emphasized these Willi~g
concessio~s) their fund~~ental line is undistin~~ishable
from that of the reformists. Like the latter, ttey hGve
beeome a conservative factor in the state. Committed to
support the ruling poli tical system, even b efor e forma-
tion of parliareentary "anti-fascist united front",they,
Lä ke tho Social Demo crats, Will be Lnvo Lv ed in the state
co11apse.More unsteady ideologioally and fa.r 1ess pre-
pa.red organiza.tiona11y than its Reichs-Ger~an sister
party, the Czechoslova.k Co~~unist party too must oolla.pse
miserably in the eominó atta.ek of the cla.ss enemy.
On the whole, it beeomes apparent that even the so-ealled
"isls.r.dof democracy" will be unab Le to arrest the inter-
national proeess of fasoization. The same developments
here as elsewhere will shake the eXisting organizations
and ideologies of the working elas6, At first this ex-
presses itself in parli~entary ~efeats as a result of
whieh mua t come the recogni tion that the historie task
of the proletariat eannot be aeoomplished thru par1iamen-
tary-reformistio and b oLahev á st methods and orga,;i~ations.
In tte further oourse of fasoization, the bourgeoisie,o-
beYing the political and sooial imperatives of thiS pro-
ces6, must put an obJeotive end to the parliamentary 1a-
bor organizations of all tendenoies. ThiS objeetive end
of the contemporary labor movement dOèS not mean its
eUbjeotive end, however. For, despite the destruction of
their organlzatlona by the claea er.emy, the old ideology
Will continue to survive among sectio~s of the masses.
The intenslfici oppress10n and exploitation, however,

destroys tho 010. ideology a~d prepares tha basis ior new
clasS action ar.d cla.ss conaciou6~ess. Sooner or later the
clase ac t iv i t y thus developèd {:,ustr esult t r, a ndW organ-
ization and ideology aáap tsd to the cnanger; cer.iit i ons .
The practice of the elas8 stru5ble ita.31f Wi~l necesGi-
tate orbanizations in whieh the militancy of the rr.~68ea
finds direct expr eas i on and ir, w::ich the ge rms of the :lew
society can beo devel?ped. A.truly revolutionary ideology
;nust coc e on tne b aa ia of trn a pr ac t i ce in eo'}:-iI.ation
'N,i~hthe tota~ expe r i e.ice of pr ev i ous alGs:,:;s t rug jj ea ,
TnlS new worl:l.4i!icj ass ideology can have no rOOF.,f or t ne
illusion of a. refor,List trans for":.atior. of ext st ir;z aoc ••
iety, ner for the idea of passive subord.iaation of the
classes ur.der the Leade rem p ar.d control of al. "advaa ced
;;ua.rd"and t ne Lr r.oo iLi aat ton for ob j ect Iv ea inoo~:,pat-
ible with their clas8 intarests. B~t, oo~t ioport~1t,
every r avo Lut i ona.r y Ld ecLogy , par t acul arly i::. nat i onaj-.
istiC :.üddle ar.d East ern Eurcpe , will have t o i:-,elude
and ma.Lnt a Ln ';;'i~, unconpr o ieL'!:;,;i:Ltclrnationali9rr..
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